





_ 


rE e 








Che Sunday School Gimes 


Copyright, 1911, by The Sunday School Times Co 








Lesson for March 12. Elisha Restores 
a Child to Life. 2 Kings 4 : 8-37 


Philadelphia, February 25, i 


Vol - Fifty-three, No. 8 


4 


One dollar a year; in clubs, 
75 cents. See page 99 





PRINCIPAL CONTENTS THIS WEEK 


Notes on Open Letters : 


Why the Old Testament Slaughters? ........ 90 

‘Widow Brown and Old Maid Wilson” . . - + ge 
Why I Believe the Old ‘Iestament Miracles. By Robert 

J. Burdette, D.D. . . . 91 
The Pocket ‘Testament eames y eae "the World. By 

George T. B. Davis ...... 0 oe Sat om 
The Day of Decision in the Sunday-School . ye. 5 16s ee 
General Lesson Helps ... . hl ee aa 
Parents’ Problems. By Patterson DuBois oltre diene op 
For Children at Home. . . Lo ee 
The Young People's Prayer-bMesting. By Robert E, Speer, 100 

% 


Lesson Calendar 
Golden Text for the Quarter: Happy is the people, whose 
God is Jehovah.—Psa. 144: 15. 


1. January 1.—The Kingdom Divided ..... . 1 Kings 12 : 1-24 
2. Januar — Makes Idols for Israel to 
Work o site ¢ Blase . . 1 Kings 12 : 25 to 13 : 6 


3. January ts. pa, OF s Good Reign udah. . . 2 Chron. 15: I-15 
4. January 22.—Omri and dey ree] srael into mb 
), eer MOD stig tee creieces . . 1 Kings 16: 15-33 


5. January 29.—Jehoshaphat’s Good Reign i in 
Paar oe 2 Chron. 17.: 1-13 

6. February 5.—Elijah the Prophet Appears in Israel . . 1 I”ings 17 
7. February 12. ~ Elijah’ s Victory Over the Prophets of 

Sh. < os soe eee Bee . 1 Kings 18: 1, 2, 17-40 
8, February 19.—Elijah’s Flight and Return 

errr. ae eee t Kings 18 : 41 to 19: 

9. February 26.—Elijah Meets ‘Ahab in Naboth’s 


Vimeoyare -.::63 0 ais we. ofan . . . 1 Kings ar 
10. March Elijah Goes Up bya Whirlwind into’ 

Tha SPE OA 2A OA Le Wl er 2 Kings 2 : 1-18 
ul. March 12.—Elisha the Prophet Restores 

SIE, «oo hn kay Bp, > 9-8 2 Kings 4 : 8-37 
12. March 19.—Defeat ‘Through Drunkenness. (‘Temperance 

SMOG «i srirele oe os saie aby ¢ t Kings 20 : 12-2t 
13. March 26.—Review 

2“ 
Backwaters 


By Edmund Burk 


HE murmuring tides that onward swiftly rush 
To quench earth’s thirst, the ocean’s maw 
to fill, 
Will leave beneath some overhanging bush 
A silent pool, unruffled, dark, and stills 
That through the seasons must abide, 
Unmarked by time, unmoved by tide. 


Sometimes the stream’s unceasing ebb and flow 
Adds with new waters depth and length of arm ; 
Unruffiled, though the winds caress or blow, 
The sun will kiss its spring-born waters warm, 
The river-on its bosom place 
The wrecks and trophies of the chase. 


Magnolias rear above it lofty bloom, 
The foxgrape trails her berries in its shade ; 
The catfish lurks. beneath its silver spume ; 
Its bosom bright with wild rose petals sprayed 
Holds all the mysteries of life 
Unmuddied by the river’s strife. 


So runs our life, a busy, restless stream, 
To feed and quench the world’s eternal need: 
A murmuring tide with all life’s flame agleam 
To kindle lust or love, desire or greed— 
Whate’er men choose to do or think— 
And in eternity to sink. 


But here and there along the shaded shore 
Is cast a soul to life’s quick pulse denied; 
A silent pool amid the river’s roar, 
Back-watered by the restless human tide, 
No noisy mission to proclaim, 
To live and die unknown to fame. 


But wild things love its silences the best, 
Its dark and shaded quiet lures the tired, 
And, mirrored on its calm, unruffied breast, 
Some bloom or berry by its peace inspired 
Reflects God’s Way for weary souls 
Beside the course the river rolls. 
Cryarksnoro, N. J. 


Always Bettering the Past 

God can give you better things to-day than he 
has ever before given you in your life. ‘* Write it on 
your heart,’’ said Emerson, ‘‘ that every day is the 
best day in the year.'’ That means that every day 
can be the best so far; anditcan. For our best days 
in the past have not exhausted God’s resources, —his 
power, his goodness, his love. Nor have we ever yet 
opened our life to him as freely as we might. The 
best day in all our memory was the day on which we 
gave him most of ourselves ; but we can give him 
more, and then he can give us more. The more we 
yield ourselves to him and receive from him, the bet- 
ter do we learn how to go on farther and farther in 
this giving and receiving, and the more do we realize 
how far from sounding his infinite resources we are 
and always shall be. He wants us always to receive 
more from him in. order that he may always give him- 
self the more richly through us to others. Therefore 
our growth in surrender and service marks our best 
days. Shall we not let to-day see more of this than 


x 
When Entangled 


No man ever yet found God by first getting rid of all 
the entanglements and complications of his life and 
then turning toGod, Yet many a man deceives himself 
into thinking that that is what -he can do. It is as 
absurd and hopeless an attempt as it would be for a 
sick man te say to his physician, ‘‘ Just wait until I 
throw off this illness and get the trouble out of my 
system, and then I'll follow your advice and take 
your treatment.’’ . The time that a man needs a physi- 
cian’s advice and treatment is when he is helplessly 
entangled by disease. The time that a man needs 
God is when his life is so wound in and out with the 
entanglements of his wrong-doing that he recoils from 
the thought of God. He must come to God to get 
loose ; he cannot first get loose and then come to 
God. Only God can get him loose ; and God can free 
him from every knot and shackle of the hopelessly 
involyed bondage into which years of fast and loose 
dealings have brought him. He does not see how 
this can be; he cannot see how, until he has thrown 
up his hands in acknowledged defeat and given over 
himself and all that he has to God, in complete sub- 
mission and resolutely declared purpose to do God's 


‘ever before ? 


< 


Pioneers, or 


PLEASANT way of accounting for our troubles 
and failures is to assume that most of them oc- 
cur through our being ahead of our times. It 

is such a delight to believe that we are breaking out 
new trails, ministering to progress, and advancing the 
boundaries of belief and knowledge, thatnearly every 
one of us has come to regard himself as in some sense 
a pioneer. If things go wrong it can generally be ex- 
plained by the fact that other people dislike progress 
and are: simply hangers back. The more trouble we 
make and the more opposition we stir up only the more 
convince us that it is all due to our insatiable desire 
for progress ; and the less progress we make the more 
assured we are that it is because we are so progressive. 
We are so strangely made that it is quite possible for 
us to pride ourselves on being the very opposite of 
what we are. 

Now it is sad but true to say that there is no one 
who will so easily allow himself to fall behind the 
really momentous progress that is always making as 
the person who just assumes sufficiently that he is 
what is called advanced. With this notion thoroughly 
grained into his mind one can fall to the rear, or be- 
come perfectly stationary and see everybody go on 
ahead of him, with no sense whatever of what is hap- 


whole will. Then the miracle of release will begin. 
It can never be granted on any other terms. 


x 
Salvation and Works 


No man will ever be saved because of his works ; 
but many a man's works show that he has been saved. 
A man begins to enter into the real meaning and the 
fullest joy of work only after he has been saved. Then 
he accepts the privilege of work as an undeserved but 
inestimable blessing, as is every other blessing that 
God has poured unmerited into his life. Because he 
has been saved, and because he realizes the meaning 
of Christ, —the new Life that is his salvation, —he must 
work, lavishly and unceasingly, for Christ. Probably 
the Prodigal Son, after his restoration,-was one of the 
best workers in his father’s estate. This was be- 
cause he had been saved, and realized the greatness 
and wonder of his salvation ; but never a stroke of 
his own work had anything to do with getting him 
that salvation. Not salvation by works, but works 
because of salvation, is the keynote of the Christian 
life. If our works are not constantly induced by, and 
showing forth, our salvation, ought we not to inquire 
what manner of salvation we really have ? 


a 


Border-Line Starvation 

Border lines in the moral life are to be recognized 
not in order to come as close to them as possible, but 
in order to keep as far away from them as possible. 
There is a fine line that separates loyalty to Christ 
from disloyalty to Christ. But no loyal disciple of 
Christ can safely live close to that line. To live on 
the edge of it means a sure stepping over, sooner or 
later. It is like walking as close as ‘possible to the 
edge of a precipice, —not a sensible life-practise. The 
out-and-out Christian who wants to make ‘‘a rational 
fight for character,’’ as President Henry Churchill 
King has said in his well known address, is chiefly 
interested in asking, not, ‘* Where is the line,’’ but, 
‘What is the best ?’’ To make the highest conceiv- 
able standard of action our own, in every case, as 
determined by our study of Christ's standards, is the 
only way to get far away from a chronic considera- 
tion of border lines into a territory of abundant power 
and life and joy and victory. 


. 4 . 


Stragglers? 


pening. Just let one of us get the idea that we are 
liberals and begin to worship it, and it is a wonder 
how narrow we can become. It is to be hoped that 
in a very true sense we all are liberals ; but this is the 
sort of distinction which is best accorded to us by 
some one else. We may hope that we are liberal, 
and we may try to be, but one is hardly justified in 
saying that he is liberal any more than one would be 
warranted in saying ‘‘I am good looking’’ or ‘‘I am 
a gentieman.’’ 

To return to our point, it is one of the sad par- 
adoxes of the present day that nearly every loiterer 
and do-nothing and everybody who has fallen behind 
is convinced that he is a very advanced person. And 
it is nothing less than pitiful to see how, once anybody 
has become infatuated with this idea of being an ad- 
vanced person, he soon drops: everything that ever 
really advanced him. Hesoon presses beyond the 
Bible and feels quite emancipated. Prayer he.comes 
to regard as one of those things which may have been 
necessary in the rudimentary stages of religion, but is 
so no longer. The church, that ancient humdrum 
affair which is the most self-renewing thing in the 
world but has always seemed to its contemporaries to 
be just about to-expire—that of course is made short 
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work of. The last book with some challenge to 
Christianity which nobody had ever thought of before 
rejoices him with the belief that he is still sympa- 
thetic with new thought, and that no mistaken sense 
of obligation can ever hold him back. He feels that 
the great day has come for religion, and is happy to 
think that at such a moment he is in the very van. 
That great multitude of people who are holding with 
heightened hope and conviction to what they always 
believed of course seem to him as worthy. enough peo- 
ple, but people who will simply lose the day ; the signs 
are against them, and they seem almost negligible. 

But there are others, There are those who, after 
long years of thinking that they were all for progress, 
have begun to question seriously whether it is not 
barely possible that they are simply stragglers, caught 
in some side movement and whizzing around so rap- 
idly in some eddy that they thought they must be get- 
ting on, It takes a good deal of a man to suspect that, 
after all his advantages and all his superiority and all 
his emancipation from tradition, he may nevertheless 
be a very backward soul, living hopelessly behind the 
spiritual times, with the kingdom all gone on ahead 
of him and the fact covered up by his dogmatic and 
unquestioned belief that he was a pioneer. Nothing 
is easier than for a man to think of himself as a pioneer 
when in fact he is the worst sort of a stragygler. 

A young preacher of the familiar type, nobly de- 
termined not to be shackled in mind, began his min- 
istry with an important church and made a point of 
giving the people at once the most advanced views he 
could get hold of on every subject. And the church 
was one of thosé rare, cool-headed churches that did not 
at once have a fit about it. Soon he went for several 
years. The people knew that everybody who bears 
the name of Christian ought to hope for some progress, 

_and if this loved, admired and brilliant young man 
could give what they needed they would not put a 
single block in his path. No one opposed nor made 
trouble. They just waited. And after a year or'two, 
somehow,—not because he was thwarted or attacked, 
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for he was not,—he dropped one after another of these 
ultra positions on everything, and without a hint 
given by anybody and hardly knowing how. it came 
about himself he found himself preaching pretty much 
what has always been preached. He began to grow 
and mellow and expand in every direction spiritually. 
One day a lady who had come to hear him because of 
the report of his radical utterances (she had only 
heard about them after he had stopped making them), 
heard him preach not what she had expected but a 
great, simple, heartsome sermon on Humility! After 
the service she went to speak to him at the foot of the 
pulpit stairs, An old elder was standing beside him. 
And the woman said, ‘‘Why, Mr. I didn’t know 
you preached that kind of sermons, I thought you 
were very advanced.’’ Then the old elder spoke up 
in a voice full of fun,—for the elders had always let 
him alone and loved him and never given a hint to 
him about what was best for him to do,—and said, 
‘* You have no idea how much Mr. has come to 
think the same way that we do.’ He had come to 
the point where all his illusions were gone about the 
possibility of a man advancing very far beyond the 
riches and fulness of the New Testament, and he had 
found himself living way behind the great movement 
in which he had thought he was leading the van. 

We make such queer mistakes. One would never 
suppose that he could fail to feel the difference between 
being a pioneer and being a straggler. But such 
things do happen, and it is a great mercy to have them 
set right for us now and again. The loneliness 
which often comes over us, the isolation and the lack 
of progress which our pride so readily tells us is the 
fate of only those who are far in advance of the ma- 
jority, we often find to be due to the opposite mis- 
fortune of being too far behind the great spiritual 
movement with which we have lost step. Whenence 
we get a real vision of God's goodness, grace, and 
power we can never afterward think of ourselves as 
anything but laggards with whom He is very patient 
and merciful. 











Why the Old Testament Slaughters? ’ 


Co ‘the question will be recurring as the 
current ay-school lessons are studied, ‘‘ why did 

and God's representatives seem to justify the 
wholesale slaughters of his enemies during Israel's 
life in Canaan ?’’ The question is thoughtfully pre- 
sented by a Virginia reader, in the following letter : 


On the lesson for February 12, ‘' Elijah’s Victory over the 
Prophets of Baal,’’ Professor Beecher comments on verse 40: 
**Judged by the ethics of war, no slaughter in battle was ever 
more justifiable.’’ And Mr. Ross says: ‘* And we are shocked by 
the horrible slaughter with which the day of wonder closed 
(though here again we may not hastily condemn as vindictive 
reprisal what must have had its aspect of a primitive judicial 
purge).”’ 

I have always thought that this was a fatal blunder on the 

art of Elijah, senseless as it was cruel. If it was excusable in 
his day, surely, in the light of modern progress, in the name 
of Christianity we could never commend such wholesale 
slaughter and teach our children that this conduct in Elijah 
was justifiable, 

It seems to me that Elijah spoiled the glory of a great vic- 
tory by a very common crime, the result of a consuming zeal 
that bordered on unreasonable fanaticism, which reduced it 
to the level of a St. Bartholomew massacre. 

Was there any other reason why Elijah, so soon after this 
act of vengeance, should be deposed from the high office of 
prophet in Israel ? 


God makes it plain in the Bible and in common 
experience that he does not hesitate to recall, at will, 
the life on earth that he has granted to human beings. 
Over and over again he has done this arbitrarily and 
in a wholesale way, by his own act without the use of 
any human agency, as in the case of the Flood, 
Sodom and Gomorrah, Pompeii, Martinique, Sicily, 
and the like. What God does of his own hand he 
sometimes commissions his human children to do; 
the Old Testament record gives a number of instances 
where God's specific command to his representatives 
was to destroy those who had sinned (such as Deut. 
7:2; 1Sam. 15:3). Therefore it does not seem to 
be safe to assume that Elijah could not possibly have 
been doing God's will in exterminating the priests of 
Baal. 

And there is strong reason to believe that it was 
God's will that those men should be removed as a 
cancer spot from. the body of Israel. We have no 
adequate conception, thank God, of the hideous 
depths of the foul, bestial, unspeakable, unthinkable 





‘sin in which the lives of the priests of Baal were 


steeped. Not only were their bodies, minds, and 
souls given over to a life-long poliution that had 
atrophied every clean and worthy instinct of their 
humanity, but it was their commissioned life-purpose 
to propagate this loathsome moral leprosy, directly 
or indirectly, into the life of every Hebrew girl and 
boy, man and woman, that they could reach. T7hat 
was Baalism. That was the work that Jezebel gave 
her priests to do. The recent articles by Professors 
Rogers and Macalister in these columns (issues of 
January 28, 1911, and December 31, 1910) have 
shown the awful corruption that was destroying the 
worshipers of the Canaanite gods, 

Because these priests were not only spiritually 
dead, but were committed beyond recall by their own 
life-practises to destroying the spiritual life of all to 
whom they had free access, Elijah ordered that they 
be done away with, just as God has ordered under 
similar circumstances before and since then. And it 
would seem that Elijah was doing God's will in this. 

We are living in a very different day now,—a dif- 
ferent spiritual dispensation, in which the least is 
greater than the greatest of the old, even than that 
second Elijah, John the Baptist. With Jesus Christ 
and the Holy Spirit as the conscious life and power 
of God's children, miracles of regeneration are pos- 
sible that, we may believe, were not possible in the 
primitive development of the men of long ago. And 
we have a knowledge of God in Christ that they did 
not have. God does not: direct our wholesale 
slaughters of human beings to-day, though he does 
not hesitate still to bring ‘to pass such events himself. 

Elijah was not deposed from the office of prophet 
in Israel. God:came to him again and again after the 
Carmel incident, giving him special and extraordinary 
prophetic messages to the kings. He was recognized 
as a chief spokesman of God, and as the responsi- 
ble teacher of his successor: Elisha, till the day of his 
translation. His messages and his actions were 
honored by God’s own confirmation. ©All that his 
successor craved was Elijah’s spirit ; and his passing 
was the passing of the spiritual armament of his 
nation,—the chariots of Israél and the horsemen 
thereof! Elijah did God’s will as have few men in 
all history, and his heroic moral surgery séems to have 


and helpful. 


Y 
MY DEAR MR. RIDGWAY: 


FEBRUARY 25, IQII 


been in loving, God-directed care of his own sin-sick 
people. 
a 


“Widow Brown and Old Maid Wilson ” 


[Here is an ** Open Letter ’’ contribution from Mr. Ridg- 
way, of ‘* The Busy Men’s Corner,’”? which needs no 
comment or help from—The Editor. }- 


In a recent lesson, speaking about the widow of 
Zarephath, I wrote as follows : 


**, .. Are widows more tender and sympathetic than other 
women? Who ever. knew a snappy, sharp, shrewish widow 
woman? You did? Well, we have none in Coatesville. 
There seems to be a sweet softening influence coming from 
that little mound up there on the Fitl-ide that makes. the 
woman heart big and gentle. Widow Brown never used to 
set the dog on the ragamuffins that raided her fruit trees. But 
Old Maid Wilson would do it in a minute. It requires a 
touch of sorrow to open the fountain of kindness,"’ 


And then I began to get letters! All were signed 

**Old Maid*’ except one. This one is as follows : 

—TON, January 30, I9rt. 

DEAR MR. RIDGWAY: 

I have read your notes in The Sunday School 
Times from the beginning, and I have found them interesting 
In ‘The Busy Men's Corner’ in the number 
for February 5 you say ‘'Old Maid Wilson would do it in a 
minute,"’ referring to setting dogs on thievish boys. I think 
you do old maids an injustice. omen remain unmarried for 
two reasons: they have loved and never realized its consum- 
mation, or they have never been loved. The sweetest and 
holiest experiences of life have been denied them, and say not 
they have not known sorrow. I have been told of women who 
have the mother-heart (I know them), and no child to be 
held in their empty arms. ‘The desolateness and anguish of a 
woman that stands alone in life cannot be surpassed by the 
agony of widows, for the last-named have the precious memo- 
ries to sustain them. ‘Thousands of ‘told maids’’ use their 


‘earnings on relatives, and toil until death in ministry to others. 


An ‘old maid's" life is a tragedy. Don't, I beg of you, 
speak lightly of her! God pity her. I am sure you do not 
believe all ‘‘ old maids"’ are lacking in tenderness. 
Sincerely yours, . 
(MIss) IMA BREADWINNER. 

I wrote to my correspondent and told her about 
**My Aunt Fanny.”’ 

It always made Aunt Fanny ‘‘furious’’ when any 
called her an ‘*Old Maid.’’ 

But when she was called a ‘‘Spinster’’ she would 
laugh and be very happy. 

In the old days, when life in our land was much 
simpler than it is now, nearly everything a family 
used had to be produced upon the premises, The 
clothes, for example, from the wool upon the’backs 
of the sheep to the finished gown had to be carded, 
spun, woven, cut, and sewn in the home. 

This meant a great deal of hard work, And so in 
a large family one of the older girls would give up 
any womanly hope or prospect she might have of 
some day having a home of her own in order that she 
might devote her life to the service of those she loved. 

As a very important, and no small part of her 
labor of love was spinning, she came to be called the 
‘* spinster.”’ 

And so the term ‘‘spinster’’ came to stand for all 
that is beautiful and lovely ina girl's life. For affec- 
tion, devotion, and self-sacrifice. 

Hence it was that when Aunt Fanny was called a 
‘*spinster’’ she gave you the sweetest of her beautiful 
smiles, and moved about with a more stately grace 
than ever. 

You had given her the highest title in the land. 

* « * * * « 


I further told Miss Breadwinner that she had made 
the mistake of not knowing what she was. In my 
lesson note I was writing about ‘‘Old Maids’’—sour, 
boy-fighting ‘‘old maids,’’ I was not talking about 
‘«Spinsters.'’ I am now telling the rest of my cor- 
respondents, those anonymous ones who signed ‘Old 
Maid,”’ and also those who had intended to write but 
forgot it. 

Perhaps you would like to read the reply I got from 
Miss Breadwinner, ‘‘Spinster.’’ Here it is : 


—TON, February 4, 1911. 


It was very generous in you to send so bright and 
pleasing a letter in response to the scolding I gave you. It 
was not the term ‘‘ old maid "’ that I resented, but the implied 
meaning that she is less kind than widows. I am sure Flijah 
would have been fed at my door without a command of the 
Lord, or even being told to ‘‘ wipe his feet.'" Now I will show 
you that I am not all vinegar. During wakeful hours last 
night I prayed for you—that your life might be prolonged, and 
that rich blessings would come to you. 

I am working in a small field for the Master, and next May 
my Sunday-school class of one hundred members celebrates 
its silver jubilee. I have taught this class for twenty-five years. 
Do you come to ton on business? My brother (who is mar- 
ried !) commands the [one of our Dreadnaughts], and 
will show you about, and it would delight me to have you at 
our banquet. I am cordially, 

IMA BREADWINNER (Spinster). 


Who says there isn’t lots of fun in religion ! 
W. H. RipGway. 





— 
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DO believe them when I have time to think about 
them. But every day there happens some mira- 
cle so much greater than ever happened before 

that it keeps my mind occupied with God’s new won- 
ders in our own marvelous time.. Some day, when I 
have made up my mind that God couldn’t speak in 
heaven to a man. on earth, I am dragged away from 
contemplation of, the doubtful possibility of such a 
thing by a man in Chicago who wants to talk with 

me here in Pasadena, and he tells me that he has 
just been talking with his brother in Philadelphia. 
That would have puzzled Moses to profounder be- 
wilderment than anything he ever saw or heard in his 
life. He believed the-passage of the Red Sea be- 
cause he saw it. What he might have thought about 
the telephone is mere guesswork. The world was 
not ripe for the greatest miracles in Moses’ day. 

If the miracle stories of the Old Testament are the 
inventions of the old chroniclers and scribes, then 
the old chroniclers:were men of marvelous poverty of 
inventive imaginations. Shakespeare made Puck say, 
‘I'll puta girdle round the world in forty minutes.’’ 
The fairies of Puck’s age of fable were leaden-footed 
messengers. Our lightning messenger of to-day girdels 
the globe in almost as many seconds, 


** What Hath God Wrought!” 

Voices of the dead live inthe phonograph. Melba, 
Caruso, Tetrazzini, sing in a hundred cities at the 
same hour. Actions of life move across the screens 
of the picture shows. The first message flashed over 
a telegraph wire was, ‘‘ What hath God wrought !’’ 
The irventor considered his invention a_ miracle. 
Now, the quadruplex instrument crowds our messages 
along a single wire going and coming without confu- 
sion, and the same principle.is about to be applied to 
the telephone. One minute the city lies in darkness. 
A switch is moved an inch ina power house far away, 
and lo, miles and miles of street and avenue, hoine 
and business block, factory and office, church and 
theater, spring into dazzling light. Was the pillar of 
fire more wonderful ? 
Sea or the Jordan so wonderful as the crossing’ of the 
English Channel by Bleriot? I never saw a man 
caught up from the earth in a chariot of fire. But I 
saw Hoxsey sweep up into the air like a bird thou- 
sands of feet until he disappeared in the faint clouds 
higher than the mountain tops. 

It is a greater work of God to prevent disease than 
to heal it. 
fever that used to scourge New Orleans and Havgna, 
year after year? A bullet is lost in a man’s body. 
The surgeon does not grope for it, nor guess at it. 
He turns on the X-ray and sees it. A baby-girl is 
born with a hare-lip, and a boy with club feet. Sur- 
gical science gives the little girl a mouth like Cupid's 
bow, and the boy a pair of feet straight and swift as 
the fleet-footed Jonathan. Surgeons almost take a 
man apart, find out what made him act that way, 
and put him together again, a better man than he was. 

David slew the terrible giant with a pebble because 
a sling carried farther than the lunge of a spear. 
To-day the infantry soldier carries a rifle that will kill 
at seven thousand feet—there isn’t a rifle in the 
United States army that will carry a less distance— 
and the gunner on the battleship strikes with the 
thunderbolt of his biggest gun a ship seven miles 
away. The Japanese ships sunk the Russian war- 
ships in Port Arthur, not one of which the gunners 
could see. 

Yesterday's imagination is eclipsed by to- day's 
achievements. Commonplaces are the greatest mira- 
cles. The sunrise is one of them. And the stars—how 
many times I strengthen my faith, which may be a 
little dimmed sometimes during the day, by just wait- 
ing for the night. Then I look at a few constellations 
I have known from boyhood. If I should miss a 
single star. from Orion’s glittering belt, or. if the 
guidons of the ‘‘Big Dipper’’ should lead my eye 
toward the Southern Cross instead of the North Star, 
I'd weaken. But if they are right where they were 
when’! was a boy, and believed in them, my faith is 
made strong again. I go to sleep with a calm belief 
that the love and wisdom and authority that holds the 
universe .in its. mighty hands can do anything, and 
will do everything well. I don't know how long the 
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Was the crossing of the Red ; 


What has become of the plague of yellow , 
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Why should any rational, well-balanced mind not 
believe in the miracles of the Bible? That is the 
only really puzzling question that bothers one as he 
reads this paper. If ever there was an age 
when miracle-belief ought to be easy, it is now. 

‘ Have you seen Dr. Burdette’s remarkable mes- 
sage on ‘‘ Why I Believe in Sickness and Trou- 
ble’’? It is one of the most strengthening and 
comforting messages ever published in these col- 

. umns, and has been used by many in the leaflet 
form in which it is now available (two cents, from 
The Sunday School Times Co.). 





stars were right there before I was born, and I have 
no idea how long they will march across the sky in 
their radiant battalions after I'm dead. But they've 
kept step ever since I've been here, and have never 
changed nor swerved in their courses. And the evi- 
dence of a lifetime is enough for me. All the years 
I've watched them there has never been a collision. 
They have always been ontime. I have always found 
them in their own places, Their organization and 


' their movements are about the most wonderful things 


I know anything about. I never knew ship or steam- 
boat, railway train .or stage coach to move like them. 
Of ‘all the wonderful achievements of men, I have 
never ‘seen anything like them for faultless accuracy. 
I've been here nearly sixty-seven years and I never 
knew a Fourth of July procession to start on time, 
though there was never anything to hinder. I con- 
sider a railway schedule a thing—as is officially stated 
on the first page, indeed—‘‘ from which the company 
has a right to depart without previous notice."’ A 
steamboat that starts the same day is a model of pre- 
cision in river navigation, The stars are the only 
things I know that are perfect in their movements. 
I am a very small atom in the universe. Or a 
molecule. If there is anything smaller, I am that. 
Nevertheless, many, many times I steady my steps by 
the stars. When I find my formation wavering I 
shout, not ‘‘Guide right,’’ or ‘‘left,’’ or ‘center,’’ 
but ‘Guide up !"" and I’m in step again in a minute. 
So long as I can believe that God marshals and con- 
trols the stars in his universe, I can believe him equal 
to anything. 

When the Night is Cloudy 

And they are such splendid guides to faith. 
are so handy. You can see them on parade every 
night. . Or, :if the night is cloudy, so much the better. 
For then I say : 

‘* Now, I'll wait and see if they get confused in the 
clouds. and the fog and mist and get scattered like the 
fleets of men in the stress and whirl of the storm."’ 
So I wait till the next night, and then, if they come 
out of the storm in exactly the same fcrmation, my 
heart is stronger, my faith clearer, and my mind 
brighter than ever. The pillar of cloud and the banner 
of fire, the crossing of the Red Sea, the fall of Jericho, 
the fountain-bearing rock,—why, these are easy. I'm 
not so sure that we might not be able to manage 
these things ourselves, in these days of wonderful de- 
velopment and inventive genius. Only, there are no 
more deserts left in God's world, and no more Ea- 
naanites. That is, at least, not on a scale big enough 
for extensive experiments. 


They 


I accept the miracles of the olden days, as I accept — 


those greater miracles of to-day. I never ask for 
miracles, I never pray for them. I just want God to 
keep on with his wonderful and gracious common- 
places. Less than twenty years ago an Italian, a 
poor man, went out on.a sand waste with a wash of 
boulders scattered over it, not fifty miles from Pasa- 
dena, California. I don’t think he could have found 
a more sterile looking waste in the state. . Something 
must have whispered to him, ‘‘Son of man, can these 
dry bones live ?’’ , And he answered, ‘‘ Yes.”’ 

He planted a vineyard on that cheap desert land. 
Acre by acre he added to his little holdings, until the 
plant grew to. be too big. for one man. . A corporation 
holds it now—one of the largest and most productive 
vineyards in this. state of vineyards. And not a drop 
Ali because he dug down witli -his bare 
hands. one suminer day and found the sand warmly 





He smote the rock and found the water from 


moist. 
the distant springs. Clever Italian? Yes; it takesa 
clever man to work a miracle, because then he is work- 


ing like God. He is using common sense,—a much 
greater miracle than genius. Industry works miracles, 
as well as faith. In fact, industry is one form of faith 
—the works that keep faith alive. 

One thing about miracles that ought to commend 
them to men in these days of tariffs and trusts and 
patents and copyrights. There is no patent on mira- 
cles. And no copyright. Any man has the right to 
work them and to improve upon them. 

‘ Father,’’ the boy said, watching the vivid storm- 
flame zigzag back and forth across the black face of 
the cloud, ‘‘ what is that ?’’ 

‘«Oh,”’ the father said, ‘that’s lightning.'’ He 
said that because his father told him it was lightning, 
as his father had told him, and his father before him 
had told him again. But the boy’s name was Benja- 
min Franklin, and he wasn’t satisfied. ‘‘1 don't 
believe it’s lightning,’’ he said ; ‘I'll catch some of 
it and see.'’ So he wrought a miracle with a boy's 
kite, caught a bottle of the electric fluid, and studied 
it, but didn't quite find out what it was, except that 
it was not lightning. By and by another man, named 
Morse, came along and studied it. 

‘‘] know what that it,'’ he said, ‘it's a messenger 
boy. I'll put it in a uniform, teach it the Morse 
alphabet, and make it run errands.'’ And so he did. 

But presently comes another man,  ‘* Morse is 
mistaken,’" he said, ‘that isn’t a messenger boy. 
It's too quick. It runs too fast. It's a candle-wick."’ 

So he twists it into the globe of the incandescent 
lamp and the arc light, and lo, the midnight glows 
like the noonday, and there isn’t enough darkness 
left in the night to rest our eyes! 

But along comes another worker of miracles. 
‘* Candle-wick ?’’ he said scornfully, ‘‘that thing's 
a speaking trumpet. It's a megaphone.’’ He twists 
it into the telephone box, and sets. the world to talk- 
ing miles apart in stage whispers. 

Another man comes on the stage of investigation. 
‘*A megaphone ?’’ he says ; ‘‘nonsense! That's a 
common street-car horse. All he needs is a little 
good training, and he'll break his own record.’’ So 
he harnessed him to a little copper wheel, spelled 
horse-car with at and two I's, and sent the trolley 
screeching along the streets. 

So one miracle grew out of another, and each suc- 
cessive one was easier and more useful and more won- 
derful than the others. The first one was the hardest, 
as the first step always is, 

If the greater wonders of to-day didn’t occupy so 
much of my time, I should study the wonders of three 
thousand years ago with greater interest than 1 do. 
To-day’s marvels claim my attention. The press 
which prints The Sunday School Times is among 
them. So is the linotype. So is the machine that 
telegraphs a man’s signature. And his portrait. So 
is wireless telegraphy, speaking from the shore a 
thousand miles to the ship at sea. So is the new 
wonder, the wireless telephone. And the miracles 
that yet sleep in the busy brains of men—who shall 
venture to guess at a wonder that will not surpass 
the guess when it is wrought into a fact? 


These Only the Works of Men? 

** But,’ some one protests, 
works of men.’ 

Well, then, if men can do such things, what can’t 
God do? 

Every time a shadow of doubt concerning the 
mighty works of the Creator drifts across my mird I 
echo that mighty prayer of Jeremiah in the dungeon, 
‘¢Ah, Lord God, there is nothing too hard for thee !"" 

So, when I am puzzled and helpless, down in the 
darkness of my dungeon, the dungeon. of this little 
life and its limitations, its weakness and its foolish- 
ness, its poverty and childishness—-this poor prison- 
house of my life—when the problems of thinking and 
doing, of freedom and the activities of a broacer,’ 
higher, richer life than mine weigh upon me, I, too, 
cry, ‘‘Ah, Lord God, there is nothing too hard for 
thee !"’ 

. And. I believe God can do anything he says he can. 

PASADENA, ‘CAL. 
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V. SOWING THE SEED IN THE ORIENT. 


** So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth; 
it shail not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish 
that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing 
whereto I sent it.’’—Isaiah 55 : 11. - 


NE of the most interesting and significant fea- 

tures of the movement for reading and carrying 

God's Word is the fact that the League arouses 

the same enthusiasm in China, Japan, and Korea as 
in Western countries, 

It was during the tour of the Chapman-Alexander 
party through the Orient, following their work in 
Australia, that the League was established in a num- 
ber of countries of the Far East. The party included 
Dr. J. Wilbur Chapman, his daughter Agnes and his 
son Hamilton, Mr. and Mrs. Charles M. Alexander 
and Mrs. Alexander's sister, Miss Cadbury, Dr. 

-Ford C. Ottman, Mr. Robert Harkness, Mr. and Mrs. 
R. C. Norton, Mr. and Mrs, William Asher, Miss 
Bertha Breckenridge, Mr. Norman Thomas, the writer 
and his mother, Mrs. E, A, R. Davis. 

The steamer on which the journey to Hong Kong 
was made was the Kumano Maru of the Nippon 
Yusen Kaisha line. The officers and crew, with the 
exception of the captain, were Japanese, The work 
of the League began on the steamer before we left the 
Australian coast. Gospels and Testaments in Japan- 
ese had been procured at Brisbane.’ The Gospels 
were given out freely to the Japanese crew, while the 
Testaments were given to those who would agree to join 
the League by reading a chapter daily and carrying the 
little book about with them wherever they went, 

During the journey from Sydney to Kong Kong forty 
of the passengers and crew were enrolled as members 
of the League, thirty-three of them being Japanese. 
Among the officers who joined were the captain, the 
first officer, the purser, the doctor, and the first, 
second, and third engineers. 


A Delighted Japanese Barber 

The most interesting of the Japanese who joined 
the League was Nakai, the ship's barber. He was 
greatly delighted with the gift of the Testament and 
spent hours daily reading it. He was the happiest 
member of the crew, and had the broadest smile I 
have ever seen on a‘Japanese countenance, Each 
day he could be seen with a Testament sticking out 
of one pocket and a Gospel out of another. The 
morning we reached Hong Kong he told me with 
face all aglow that he had read the entire New Testa- 
ment, and, as nearly as I could gather from his broken 
English, he seemed to have definitely accepted Christ 
as his personal Saviour. Eight months later he sent 
the following interesting letter from Seattle, Wash- 
ington : 

** Dear Sir: How are you getting your health in this cli- 
mate? Excuse me that 1 was so idle to send you some 
letter very often. Because I cannot write English well as 
another man. Now lI am quite well as before as you know, 
and I must thank you that you was so kind when you ride 
on Kumano Maru. I could not forget about your kind- 
ness after separate you. I changed my steamer to the 
s.s. Awa Maru. if ou so kind please send me your 
kind letter to here after now. Then I am very happy. 
Now I shall stop my short letter here. I shall send you 
very often every time. Would you kind please send my 
love to your friends, Good-bye, 

** Yours sincerely friend, NAKAI, Barber.’’ 

The party stopped for only one day at the Philip- 
pine Islands, but it was a day full of power and bless- 
ing. A committee in Manilla with the Rev. George 
William Wright, président of Ellinwood Theological 
Seminary, as chairman, had arranged a series of 
meetings for missionaries, students, business men, 
soldiers, and the general public, throughout the day. 
We were driven rapidly from one meeting-place to 
another in automobiles. The League was presented 
over and over again, and was heartily received, Its 
permanence in the islands was insured through Mr. 
Wright agreeing to act as general secretary for the 
movement. 

At Hong Kong the League was presented at a meet- 
ing conducted by Dr. Chapman and Mr. Alexander 
in the Theater Royal. Among those who enlisted 
were a number of the missionaries who wished to act 
as secretaries in their mission stations ; some soldiers 
from the Hong Kong barracks and the commarder of 
@ gunboat in the harbor. who not only enlisted him- 


The Pocket Testament League Around the 
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pocket or lady’s purse, 50c. 
whether the American Revision or King James Ver- 
sion is desired. 








self, but said that he would gladly promote the move- 
ment among his men, 

One of the soldiers who joined the League that 
night had only recently become a Christian, He 
wished to make his life count for God in China, and 
felt the League presented the best form of service he 
could render to his Master. He wrote to the head- 
quarters in Australia to secure further information and 
League cards and then he set to work. Some months 
later he sent to the Australian headquarters a glowing 
account of the movement among the soldiers: 

**We have now a hundred and nine members in this 
battalion, and a hundred and eighty-six outside, making 
altogether two hundred and ninety- five, which I think is a 
sags lot for the short time since we started thé League. 

e aré able to get Testaments from the British and Foreign 


meeting twice a week in the Soldiers’ and Sailors? Home, 
and a good many who do not belong to'the League attend 
the meetings, My friend and I got permission from the 
colonel for the use of the gymnasium hall in. our, barracks 
for other meetings. He asked what we wanted it for, and 
when we told him he said we might have it, and he also 
joined the League. Several more of the officers have 
Joined also and attend ourmeetings. I thank God because 
he has so helped us in our work. -. What a blessing it 
would be if all the people in the world would read the 
Bible as they ought todo! Crime would be swept::away 
pretty soon. We thank God for all his help. . My text for 
to-day is Acts 22 : 15, ‘For thou shalt be his witness unto 
all men of what thou hast seen and heard.’ And that is 
what we are trying to do to-day, witnessing for God to let 
others see what God has done for us, and what he can do 
for them. Please-give our best regards to all members of 
the League. Yours truly, 
*“*W. J. BENNETT.” 

Nowhere in China did the League arouse greater 
enthusiasm than in the university city of Nanking. 
The Rev. A, E. Cory, Secretary of the Centenary Con- 
ference Committee for the promotion of Bible study 
throughout the Chinese Empire, became deeply im- 
pressed with the possibilities of the movement for 
quickening interest in the Word of God and for soul- 
winning throughout China, Mr. F. C. Brockman, 
General Secretary of the Y. M. C. A., also felt that 
the movement was just the one needed by the young 
men of China. Mr. Cory and Mr. Brockman accom- 
panied the mission party for some distance down the 
Yangtse River to discuss the movement with relation to 
China, and Mr. Cory finally consented to act as general 
secretary for the League throughout the empire. . Since 
then Mr. Cory and the Conference Committee have 
been vigorously promoting the movement, which has 
met with the approval of the missionaries everywhere. 


25.000 League Testaments in Chinese 

During the past year the movement has made rapid 
progress in China. One of the promoters in Shang- 
hai wrote that it was ‘‘ spreading like wildfire.’’ Its 
simple conditions of membership, and its ‘universal 
appeal, will doubtless make it in the years to come an 
effective agency: in the evangelization of that great 
empire. The-Bible.societies have just issued a special 
League Testament in Chinese.’ A recent letter from 





one of the Bible societies in Shanghai says : ‘* We are 
printing this autumn 25,000 copies in Union Version 
for this work, and are sure that all these books will 
be required before the end of the year."’ 





In Seoul, the capital of Korea, missionaries gath- 
ered from all parts of the country to attend the Chap- 
man-Alexander meetings. For five days there, and 


- later in other cities, conferences were held which the 
. missionaries declared were a source of untold blessing 
: and inspiration. 


The missionaries were so impressed with the value 
of the Pocket Testament League that a special meet- 
ing of the General Council was called before the close 
of the Chapman-Alexander visit, at which the League 
was formally adopted as one of the effective agencies 
to be used in the efforts to win Korea for Christ. The 
Christians everywhere joined the Pocket Testament 
League, for most of them had practically been mem- 
bers before, the universal custom of the Korean Chris- 
tians being to carry their Testament and generally a 
hymn-book as well. The commonly used Korean 
Testament is a large book, but. that does not deter 
them in the least. They make a bag for carrying the 
book, and this is slung over the shoulder, while the 
girls and young women often carry their Testament 
and hymn-book tied round their waist with a cloth.: 

Everywhere in Korea the people began purchasing 
a special edition of Mark’s Gospel to give to their un- 
saved friends to lead them into the light. The Koreans 
are perhaps the poorest people in the Far East, yet 
out of their poverty the Christians of that country pur- 
chased half a million Gospels in five months in their 
heroic effort to win the unsaved to Christ. Not only 
men and women, but boys and girls, used their meager 
coins for this purpose. At Chunju and Quangju, 
audiences of about five hundred in a few moments 
ordered five thousands Gospels each. The self-sacri- 
fice involved in such liberality may be understood, 
when it is realized that the average wage of the Korean 


is less than fifteen cents, or seven pence halfpenny 


gay... : 


Bible Society, and every member has one. We‘ hold a '’ 


**Your Selfishness Was Changed by the Bible ’’ 

From Korea the Chapman-Alexander party went to 
Japan, where conferences for missionaries and meet- 
ings for the Japanese were held in a number of. the 
leading cities of the country. The League was eagerly 
welcomed by missionaries and Japanese Christians as 
a potent factor in the evangelization of the country. 
To-day Japan is more open to the gospel than ever 
before in its history. All over the land there is a great 
unrest. The people are turning away from their vain 
idols, and are searching after God if haply they may 
find him. The population of Japan is about forty 
million, of which at present only about a hundred 
thousand are Christians. In provinces containing 
millions of people there are only a few villages in 
which the gospel has been proclaimed. 

In Japan it has not been customary among the 
Christians to carry God's Word with them, but they 
heartily took up the Pocket Testament League, for it 
appealed to them as a simple and practical plan that 
anybody could undertake. Railway and hotel em- 
ployees, soldiers, jinrikisha men, and people of all 
classes, joined the movement with enthusiasm. 

Those who were not Christtans seemed to join as 
readily as those who were. A Japanese school-girl in 
Yokohama, who joined the League, wrote: ‘‘1 wish 
to work for Pocket Testament League. My father 
said me, ‘You must work for P, T. League, because 
your selfishness was changed by the Bible.’ I carry 
the Bible every day. 1 am praying for your work.’’ 
Another young lady in the same school wrote : ‘‘I am 
very glad because my father, mother, and brother, 
and my two friends, joined in Pocket Testament. I 
was a very vanity girl, but now I am not vanity, and 
would Christian worker. I learn the organ every day, 
and singing ‘Carry your Bible.’ Please pray for me. 
I am young, but perhaps God bless me, 


* I surrender all, . 
All I have I bring to Jesus.’ 


I am praying through every day for your work.’’ 

The distribution of the Bible throughout Great Bri- 
tain, after its translation into English, led to a religious 
awakening which changed the history of the nation 
and the destiny of the western world. If Gospels could 
be placed in every home in Japan, and Testaments in 
the pockets of the people, it would surely be a power- 


. ful agency in helping to win Japan to Christ. 
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The Day of Decision in the Sunday-School | : 
“ Choose You: This Day Whom Ye Will Serve” 





When is Decision Day ? 


NLIKE Christmas or Easter, there is no fixed 
time for Decision Day. There formerly was a 
time observed for decision in Sunday-schools at 

least as definite as Rally Day or Children’s Day, but 
since the Sunday-school Week w'as inaugurated years 
ago by the Philadelphia Courty Sunday School As- 
sociation for the 700 schoois within its ‘jurisdiction "’ 
there has been a tendency to have Decision Day at 
almost any time when it seems advisable. - The Phila- 
delphia plan called for a Decision Day on a Sunday 
following a week of meetings at the end of January, 
making a wide-spread campaign of it, but many 
schools now have quarterly Decision Days on the day 
of the Quarterly Review of the lessons, As the major- 
ity of Sunday-schools observing Decision Day prefer 
an annual observance, and that in the early part of 
the year, the first quarterly review Sunday, which 
occurs on March 26, would be a most opportune time, 
especially as the International Lessons on Elijah and 
Elisha lend themselves to the decision idea. 


e 
The Sunday-School’s Evangelizing Power 


T IS the firm conviction of the writer that in the 
Sunday-school we have one of the most thoroughly 
equipped and effective of evangelizing agencies. 

Statistics will doubtless bear out the statement that a 
far greater number of persons are brought to Christ 
through the Sunday-school than by the church 
apart froin this agency. Yet the latter has not been 
worked to anything like its full capacity. 

It is true that many of those drawn to Christ through 

the Sunday-school are brought to spiritual birth by 
preaching and special services, but most of them would 


not have been reached but for the preparatory and - 


winning work of theSunday-school. 1 do hot under- 
value preaching, nor would I be guilty of the foolish- 
ness of setting church and Sunday-school over against 
each other as rival agencies. No such rivalry exists. 
The Sunday-school is neither co-ordinate with the 
church nor supplementary to it. It is a form of the 
church's activity—the church doing its work in a par- 
ticular way. 

What I would emphasize in this article is, that no 
other organization has, nor can, hope to have, re- 
sources for evangelistic fruitfulness superior to those 
possessed by the Sunday-school. Consider, 

Its Equipment.—It has one of the best of organiza- 
tions—simple, effective, and far-reaching. By the 
co-operation of its teachers it can come into influéet- 
tial touch with a larger number of families-and indi- 
viduals, in a given community, who need Christ than 
any other body of workers in existence. It is per- 
manently and continuously active, and has, therefore, 
the cumulative power, which must always be wanting 
to the temporary and spasmodic organizations for re- 
vival work. It draws to itself, in its body of 
teachers and workers, the most spiritual and capable, 
the best trained and most consecrated portion of the 
active church membership. For power to win souls 
to Christ it would be impossible for the great majority 
of congregations to duplicate their body of Sunday- 
school workers. They are the spiritually active and 
strong portion of the church, Consider, 

Its Opportunity.—The teachers and other workers of 
the Sunday-school every week, in their classes and in 
their visitation of families and individuals, are face 
to face with a larger number of unconverted persons 
than any other body of Christians, not even excepting 
the ministry. The contact is one of sympathy and 
confidence, thus affording conditions favorable to the 
most important spiritual results. Each teacher's work 
is confined to a limited number, enabling him to be- 
come well acquainted with the idiosyncrasy, needs, 
and difficulties of each. The relationship is such as 
to afford play for those masterful influences over 
human life—personality and affection—the personality 
in this case being aglow with the highest and holiest 
of passions, —the love of Christ moving out from one 
soul upon another soul for its salvation. 

Of the great world field the soil richest in possible 
harvests for the kingdom of God is under control of 
Sunday-school workers. The mass of their material 
are children and young people, the portion of human- 


It will interest superintendents and teachers to know 

that this page of methcds will be followed two weeks 

later by a broadside of helps for the observance of 

Easter in the Sunday-school, and that among the 

material presented will be a memorizing exercise 
entitled ‘‘ Low in the Ground.”’ 








ity most susceptible to the gospel of Jesus Christ. “A 
few years ago, Dr. J. W. M. Williams, on completing 
the thirty-first year of his pastorate of the First Bap- 
tist Church of Baltimore, gave some interesting statis- 
tics of his ministry with that church. During the 
period he baptized 1,016 converts, They ranged as 
follows as to age : Between nine and twenty years of 
age there were 552, between twenty and thirty there 
were 352, between thirty and forty there were 99, be- 
tween forty and fifty there were 8, between fifty and 
sixty there were 2, More than half were between the 
ages of nine and twenty, and more than nine-tenths 
were under thirty years of age. These figures, which 
are representative of the churches in general as to the 
ages of converts, are a most impressive commentary 
on the opportunity and responsibility of Sunday-school 
workers. Looking at the actual results of evangel- 
izing work, it is evident that the great part of the ma- 
terial out of which Christians are made is in the hands 
of the Sunday-school, 

Let this also be considered, that to be the teacher 
of a child belonging to an un-Christian family is to 
have a valuable hold on that family. Regarding the 
un-Christian homes in a given community, the per- 
sons holding the vantage ground for spiritual power 
over them are the teachers of their children in the 
Sunday-school.. Next to the pastor, often surpassing 
him, the Sunday-school teacher has established a 
bond.of sympathy with these.families which in thou- 


.sands of cases becomes the tie that connects them 


with the gracious privileges of the gospel. In times 
of sorrow or soul awakening these families turn with 
natural gravitation to the churches, out of which, in 
the person of some loving teacher, have come to them 
sweet and precious helpfulness. Great is the oppor- 
tunity which Sunday-school teachers have of influ- 
encing toward Christ persons outside of their classes. 
A primary teacher frequently arose during a season of 
special interest in her church, and said, ‘‘ My heart 
has: been burdened this year for the fathers and 
mothers of the little children in my department. I 
meet them in their homes continually. They are 
glad to have their children come here, but they them- 
selves are without the Saviour. Will you not pray for 
them withme ?’’ Her soul-cry enlisted the interest 
of others, and during that year her pastor welcomed 
into the church more heads of families than in any 
other year of his ministry, with one exception, sev- 
eral of them being parents of children in that primary 
department. In periods of revival, the harvest times 
of the church, troops of souls are likely to be found 
following teachers to the Kingdom of God. Consider, 

Its Chief Instrumentality.—The Sunday-school’s chief 
power is the Bible—God's message of salvation and 
life. It is the ‘*Sword of the Spirit’’ for subduing 
souls to the obedience of the gospel. It is the ‘in- 
corruptible seed ’’ of regeneration. It is the divinely 
ordained medium of sanctification through which the 
transforming energies of the Holy Spirit normally and 
easily come. In and with this word the blessed 
Trinity is vitally present for the purpose of salvation. 
The avowed purpose for which teacher and scholar 
are together is to speak of, and to hear, this message. 
It is the implied consent and desire of the pupil to 
hear it ; it is the supreme aim of the teacher to intro- 
duce it into the understanding and life of the other. 
In the whole. situation the forces of new life throb 
with concentrated power. Here are focalized the 
vital energies of the divine Word and Spirit, and the 
glow'‘of a personality suffused with a love that is from 
heaven, all bearing upon souls for their renewal unto 
life. The conditions. are most favorable for birth into 
the Kingdom of God. 

It should be the aim of superintendents to realize 
fully in their conception of their work the all but un- 
equaled power: of the organizations over which they 
preside to bring large numbers of persons to Jesus 
Christ as their Saviour, They should seek to foster 


in their teachers as a predominating motive the evan- 
gelistic aim and spirit. They should make it felt as 
a vital and pervasive influence throughout each, 
session of the school. It should be the sweet tone of 
love and hope heard in songs, prayers, words, and 
conduct of the work, This would doubtless lift their 
work to a plane of greatly augmented dignity, earnest- 
ness, and effectiveness. 

Teachers should appreciate the strategic value of 
their position for extending the Kingdom of God. 
The possibilities of their work in this direction are 
commanding, They should rise above contentment 
with being merely routine teachers of the facts, oc- 
currences, and moral bearing of the Sunday's lesson, 
and should aspire to the rewards of the reaper who 
‘«gathers fruit unto eternal life.’’ They should feel 
that the Sunday hour is but a fraction of their op- 
portunity, and should strive to follow up the other 
important lines of power in which their Master placed 
their feet when he called them to their work.— 7he 
Rev. C. M. Rupe, Lima, Ohio. 


~ 


Out of the Commonplace 


OMETIMES a startling announcement brings one 
to a decision for Christ when nothing else seems 
to have any effect. Here is a form used last 

year in the Putnam Presbyterian Church of Zanes- 
ville, Ohio, by Superintendent Edmund W. Peirce : 


ELECTION 
‘*Make your calling and election sure.”—2 Pet. r : ro. 


‘‘A colored divine was once asked to explain the doctrine of 
election. Said he, * Brethren, it is this way : the Lord he is 
alwavs voting for aman, and the Devil he is always voting 
against him ; then the man himself votes, and that breaks the 
tie.’ ''-—Josephine W. Page, 1n The Suuday School Times. 
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«Now is the accepted time; now is the day 
of salvation.’’—a Cor. 6 ; 2. 


*‘Mine elect shall long enjoy the work of 
their hands.’’—Isa. 65: 22. 


«Seek ye the Lord while he may be found; call ye 


upon him while he is near.”’—Isa. 55 : 6. 
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Getting Help from Tracts 


RACTS are most useful in securing decisions, and 
aid teachers to enforce the importance of mak- 
ing a stand for Christ. Probably no leaflet has 

been used by teachers more than ‘*My Class for 
Jesus’’ (American Tract Society), A very useful 
booklet is the Rev. H. W. Pope's ‘‘ Decision Day in 
the Sunday-school’’ (The Sunday School Times Co., 
3 cents, or $2.50 a hundred) ; ‘* What Am I Asked to 
Do on Decision Day ?’’ by J. R. Miller, D. D. (2 cents, 
The Sunday School Times Co.); ‘* The Spiritual Life 
of the Sunday-school,”’ by J. Wilbur Chapman (United 
Society of Christian Endeavor, Boston and Chicago, 35 
cents). Other useful printed matter includes the Deci- 
sion Day Leaflet No. 1, by W. C. Pearce (International 
Sunday School Association, 806 Hartford Building, 
Chicago) ; ‘‘ Decisiow Day and How to Use It,’’ by 
Charles A. Brand (The Pilgrim Press, 5 cents); ‘Little 
Parishes of Eight,’’ by Professor Alexander R. Mer- 
riam (Pilgrim Press, 3 cents) ; Christian Life Card (30 
cents a hundred) ; Will You Not Come?’’ by Frances 
Ridley Havergal (M. E. Munson, 77 Bible House, 
New York, 30 cents a hundred); ‘*The Early Con. .. 
version of Sunday-school Scholars,"’ by A. F. Schauf- 
fler, D.D. (W. A. Wilde Co., Boston and Chicago) ; 
Decision Day cards: No. 1, A Simple Declaration ; 
No. 2, Reconsecration (The Sunday School Times Co., 
60 cents a hundred). 
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LESSON Il. MARCH 12. ELISHA THE PROPHET RESTORES A CHILD TO LIFE 


2 Kings 4: 8-37. Commit verses 32-35 


Golden Text: The free gift of God is eterna] life in Christ Jesus our Lord.—Romans 6 : 23 





The Lesson Pilot 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


Getting Started in Class 


F YOU were going to choose between miracles and 
attempt to say what wonder is most difficult for 
God to perform, what kind of miracle would you 

single out? That is, what miracle known to men, 
either in Bible times or to-day, is the most extraor- 
dinary of all? Give the class a few minutes to ex- 
press themselves on this, Challenge every answer 
they give, with a '‘‘'Why?” An interesting way to 
test the class on the miracles of Elisha is suggested 
in Mr, Wells’ r paragraph. What zs a miracle? is 
well illustrated in the 4th paragraph of his ‘* Nov- 
elty.” Withhold your own views until the end of the 
class session. You can give the class plenty of stir- 
ring information on ag sage and old-time mira- 
cles, from the article by Dr. Robert J. Burdette on 
the 3d page of this issue. 


The Teaching of the Lesson 


There are four sections in this lesson: Everyday 
Kindness, The Unexpected Reward, The Unex- 
pected Sorrow, The Climax of God's Love. 

Everypay Kinpngess.—What great man of God had 
passed away before this lesson begins ? Elijah? Not 
at all, It may be well to ask that catch-question in 
order to impress sharply the fact which Professor 
Beecher explains (in his 2d paragraph), that the be- 

inning of this Jesson-incident dated well back into 

‘lijah’s career, covering the time of the last five les- 

sons. ‘The vigorous and far-reaching work of Elisha 
is touched upon by Professor Beecher’s comments on 
vs, 8,9, See whether the class can make any sug- 
gestive comparison, from what they know so far, of 
the two proj hets, Elijah and Elisha, What was Eli- 
sha’s characteristic ministry ? See Mr. Ross’ first 
three paragraphs, Mr. Wells’ 4th paragraph, and Dr. 
Sanders’ tst.and 11th paragraphs. 

For a glimpse of the Shunem region, in word picture 
or-actual picture, see ‘‘ Visiting the Lesson Scenes.” 

There are two different ways of treating a minister, 
as Mr. Pierson’s first paragraph points out: you can 
go to him only when you're in deep trouble of some 


sort, or you can make him and all that he stands for. 


part of your everyday life. Which did the Shunam- 
mite lady do? And there are also two ways in which 
you can take the minister into your everyday life: for 
what you can get out of him, or for what you can 
do for him. Which was this gentlewoman’s way ? 

Kindness to the people who come across your path: 
one of the simplest things to do, and one of the most 
uncommon! For a description of Oriental hospital- 
ity and of the kind of guest room that was made 
ready, see Dr. Mackie’s first two paragraphs. Kind- 
ness, which is simply the Christ life showing itself, 
warms people by ag ree ry J (see 2d Illustration). 

A question in Dr, Sanders’ 17th paragraph is sugges- 
tive on the standing of women in Israel at that time. 

THE UNEXPECTED REwarp.—It pays to be kind; 
but no one is really kind who tries to be so simply be- 
cause it pays. An ‘‘angelroom” is a good name for 
our guest chamber; and it pays to have one even in 
a Pullman car, as Mr. Ridgway’s 1st paragraph 
proves, Elisha was ina position to help any friend 
of his most effectively: why? The sort of service he 
could have rendered is described in Dr. Mackie’s 3d 
paragraph. And when she asked for nothing, because 
she knew that the real desire of her heart was impos- 
sible, that was the very thing that she was given. 
That is the way God loves to bless those who are 
always blessing others: unexpectedly. Look up The 
Sunday School Times of February 4, and clip the 
front-page verse, ‘‘God's Surprises”; it will make 
an appropriate ‘* sidelight’”’ just here for some one 
who can read well to read aloud to the class. 

THE UNEXPECTED Sorrow.—Sunstroke in Syria is 
an easy thing to succumb to, as Dr. Mackie’s 4th 
paragraph shows. But think of thecruel suddenness 
of that death-stroke in that family! Why should it 
have been allowed? See what the class think. Tell 
the incident of the 3d Illustration of the Round-Table; 
see also Mr. Ridgway's 3d paragraph. The mother’s 
action was so different from usual in that land (Dr. 
Sanders’ 14th paragraph). Why did she goto Eli- 
sha? Professor Beecher suggests, in his comment on 
verse 22. The father’s natural surprise at her action 
is explained in the ‘* Lesson Scenes.” 

Had this mother done anything to ‘‘ deserve " this 
blow? Is it only the worst people in the world who 
are made to suffer? Why are such good people as 
she afflicted ? 

THe Cimax OF Gop’s Love.—In God is all the life 
of the universe ; and God was planning to give back 
to that boy and to his broken-hearted mother the life 
that he had withdrawn, and to do so through their 


Read Luke 7 : 11-17 


25 So me went, and came unto the man of God to mount 
armel. 

And it came to pass, when the man of God saw her afar off, 
that he said to Ge-ha’zi his servant, Behold, yonder is the 
Shu’nam-mite : 26 run, I pray thee, now to meet her, and say 
unto her, Is it well with thee ? is it well with thy husband ? is 
it well with the child? And she answered, It is well. 27 And 
when she came to the man of God to the hill, she caught hold 
of his feet. And Ge-ha‘zi'came near tu thrust her away ; but 
the man of God said, Let her alone : for her soul is ' vexed 
within her; and Jehovah hath hid it from me, and hath not 
told me. 28 ‘Then she said, Did I desire a son of my lord? 
did I not say, Do not deceive me? 29 Then he said to Ge- 
ha’zi, Gird up thy loins, and take my staff in thy hand, and go 
oy way : if thou meet any man, salute him not; and if any 
salute thee, answer him not again : and lay my staff upon the 
face of the child. And the mother of the child said, As 
Jehovah liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I will not leave thee. 
And he arose, and followed her. 31 And Ge-ha’zi passed on 
before them, and laid the staff upon the face of the child ; but 
there was neither voice nor * hearing. Wherefore he returned 
to meet him, and told him, saving, ‘The child is not awaked. 

32 And when Elisha was come into the house, behold, the 
child was dead, and laid upon his bed. 33 He went in there- 
fore, cad shut the door upon them twain, and prayed unto 
Jehovah. 34 And he went up, and lay upon the child, and 

ut his mouth upon his mouth, and his eyes upon his eves, and 

is hands upon his hands: and he 8 stretched himself upon 
him ; and the flesh of the child waxed warm. 35 Then he re- 
turned, and walked in the house once to and fro; and went 
up, and 8 stretched himself upon him : ¢ and the child sneezed 
seven times, and the child opened his eyes. And he called 
Ge-ha’zi, and said, Call this Shu’nam-mite. he called her. 
And when she was.come in unto him, he said, Take up thy 
son. 37 Then she went in, and fell at his feet, and bowed her- 
self to the ground ; and she took up her son, and went out. 


1 Heb. Sitter. 2 Heb. attention. % Or, bowed himself * Or, and 
embraced the child 
The American Revision copyright, 1901 by Thomas Nelson and Sons. 


x 
Your Lesson Questions Answered 


Verse 9.—What was meant by ‘‘a holy man of God’’? 
(Beecher ; Illustrations, 2.) 

Verse 22..—Did the woman suppose that hér boy could 
be brought. to life again ? (Beecher. ) 

Verse 23.—What significance was there in his reference 
to its being ‘‘ neither new moon nor sabbath ’’? (Beecher ; 
Lesson Scenes, 4.) 

Verse 26.—Did the woman tell an untruth? (Beecher.) 

Verse 27.—-What was the significance of the woman’s 
action in taking hold of Elisha’s feet ? (Beecher ; Mackie, 5). 

Verse 28.—Why did the woman speak to Elisha in this 
way ? ( Beecher.) 

Verse 29.—Why did Elisha command Gehazi not to 
salute any one on the way? Why should he have thought 
to do what was needed through Gehazi ? (Beecher ; Ross, 6. ) 

Verse 31.—Why could Gehazi not restore the boy? 
(Ross, 6; Ridgway, 4.) 

Verses 34, 35.—What was the significance of Elisha’s 
actions, and of the child’s sneezing ? (Beecher.) 








friend Elisha. The climax of God’s love was shown 
in that way; and Elisha had the wonderful privilege 
of transmitting the life of God to the dead boy. 

Among physical miracles, that is the greatest : re- 
storing a dead body to life. But there is a greater 
miracle : the restoring of a dead spirit to life. And 
in this miracle you and I can have as prominent a 
part as Elisha had in the lesser miracle of the Shu- 
nammite boy. Moreover, to let Christ use us for this 
miracle all the time, in the transmission of his own 
sin-conquering life through us to those who are life- 
less and dead in sin, must be, if we are not faithless 
to him, the chief P rpose and business of our entire 
lives here on earth. We are to be the transmitters 
of life (see Mr. Ross’ last paragraph). Are you, as 
a teacher, asking Christ daily to make this the su- 
preme and habitual service of your life—not toward 
— class merely, but toward every one whom your 
ife touches, whenever opportunity offers? Is the 
whole object of your Sunday-school teaching, not 
merely winning your pupils to Christ, but making 
every Zo a personal soul-winner habitually for 
life ? e cannot delegate it or doit by proxy, any 
more than Elisha could through Gehazi. Paying the 
salaries of ministers, evangelists, and missionaries 
will never take its place. Nothing else is worthy of 
you, of your teaching, or of your pupils, as a supreme 
objective. The climax of God's love is bringing the 
spiritually dead to life ; and he wants every child of 
his to share the wonderful joy of this miracle with 
him. Through us all he will, if we will let him, give 
life to the dead, and call the things that are not, as 
though they were (Rom. 4: 17). 


[One of the most searching leaflets 
winning, entitled *‘ Suppose,” may be 


ublished on personal soul- 
ad free of charge, in an 
quantity, by addressing “The Great Commission Prayer League,” 
808 La Salle Avenue, Chicago, Ill. The teacher will do well ta read 
it in preparation for this lesson, and give one to each pupil in the class 
at the close.] 





The Lesson’s Bible Dictionary 
By Professor Willis J. Beecher, D.D, 


LACE—Snunem.—On an elevation from the rich 
plain of Esdraelon, about twenty-two miles north 
of Samaria, and from eight to twenty-five miles 

southeast of the different parts of the Carmel moun- 
tainrange. —s_ ; 

Time.—To have a correct idea of the lesson we need 
to note sharply the fact that it-covers perhaps fifteen 
years or more—the years when Elisha was an occa- 
sional guest at Shunem before the child was born, 
and the years while the child was growing, and that 
the events of the last five lessons occurred within 
those fifteen years. (See Lesson’s Bible Dictionary for 
Feb. 5.) The beginnings of the Shunammite incident 
were not ve a before or after the date when 
Ahab married his daughter Athaliah to Jehoram the 
crown prince of Judah. Apparently Jezebel had not 
yet begun to persecute the ho he word of Eli- 
sha was influential at court (2 Kings 4:13). Date the 
restoration to life approximately in the third year of 
Joram of Israel, go2 or 851 B. C. (Assyrian). 


Light on Puzzling 
Verses 8-9.—Passed to Shunem: It seems to have 
been Elisha’s business to pass from one place to in- 
other, both at this early date and at the later time 
when he became the successor of Elijah. Among his 
stations Jericho and Bethel and Mount Carmel are 
mentioned, and his place of return is either Samaria 
or Gilgal (2 Kings 2:1, 2, 4, 23, 25, and 4: 25, 38). 
At these and other places we may doubiless think of 
him as meeting individuals and audiences, and as 
visiting and training the communities of the ‘‘sons 
of the prophets.”"—A Aoly man of God: ‘‘ Man of 
God" is a synonym for ‘‘ prophet.” A prophet is 
called a man of God as being an authorized repre- 
sentative of God, and holy because he is thought of as 
being in this character separate from other men. 
Verse 18.— Was grown: To be a boy of some size 
(vs. 34, 35), but not so large but that his mother could 
carry him up and down stairs (vs. 21, 37). ye 
Verses 22-23.—May run to the man of God: Did 
she expect that Elisha would restore her sen? No 
one knows. She may have had that idea, but she 
was certainly conscious that she needed help and 
moral ee mew moon nor sabbath: 
We have here a glimpse, with no details, of a custom 
of attending religious services on the sabbath and at 
the beginning of each lunar month. It is remarkable 
that such glimpses are so rare in the Scriptures. 
Verses 26-28.—/¢ zs well: Probably not a merely 
conventional reply to what she chose to regard as a 
conventional greeting, but an Na yr tg of her deep 
underlying faith in God.—Caughi hold of his feet: 
She treats the prophet as her superior, but her grief 
is too overpowering to be conventional.—For' her 
soul is vexed; Patient tolerance is due to a person 
who is bewildered with the conflict of bitter emotions. 
—Did | desire? She refers to the incident of verses 
15-16. It was the prophet and not she who then 
took the initiative.—Do not deceive me: What she 
had actually said was ‘‘ Do not lie” tome. Nowshe 
softens the expression into, ‘‘ Do not delude me with 
disappointing hopes.” She is a lady, even when 
crazed with grief. In this indirect way she tells 
Elisha of the death of her son. Of course she added 
explanations, which are omitted in the iatrative. 
erses 29-31.—Salute him nol... answer him not 
again; Gehazi is to regard his errand as too urgent 
to admit of delay, even for. the ordinary forms of 
courtesy.—Lay my staff upon the face: This seems 
to imply the using of some means of resuscitation. 
Apparently the prophet and his assistant were 
thought of as practitioners of the art of healing in 
some form. In this case the treatment proved inade- 
quate." As Jehovah liveth, etc.: A duplication of 
his own words to Elijah (2 Kings 2: 2, 4,6). The 
sorrowful woman who needs him clings to him as he 
had clung to the infirm old man who needed him. 
God sometimes rewards those who are willing to 
carry burdens by giving them burdens to — 
Verses so-s5-ae is represented as making a 
strenuous use of therapeutic means. The restoration 
is gradual, the stages mentioned being those of re- 
turning warmth, sneezing, the opening of the eyes. 
The means and the symptoms are mainly recogniza- 
ble by medical science. It is fair to ask the question 
whether we have here a case of miracle, or a case of 
suspended animation and skilful treatment. Give 


whichever answer seems to you the true one ; but do 

not let your answer impugn the truthfulness of the 

narrative or the omnipotence of God. So far as the 

use of means is concerned, note the contrast between 

Elisha’s act and that of Jesus at Nain (Luke 7 : 14). 
Auburn, N. Y. 





LESSON FOR MARCH 12 (2 Kings 4 : 8-37) 


The Gift of Life 
By the Rev. G. A. Johnston Ross 


HE life and work of Elisha, in their contrast to 

the history of Elijah, remind us vividly that no 

- one servant of God can show forth completely 

the character of God, and his disposition toward 
men. To Elisha was left the work of illustratin 
the kindly beneficence of God, through a ministry o 


half a century in which he was the accessible friend: : 


of both high and low ; the ‘‘father” of king and 


people, a pastoral soul, ** an holy man of God which — 


th us continually. . 

This, then, we believe to be the master thought 
which needs to be gras if we would understand 
the work and place of Elisha: that he was set to 
show forth the fatherly goodness of Jehovah, as Eli- 
jah had been to exhibit his righteousness. Remem- 
ber always the background of the old Canaanitish 
and Tyrian.Baal worship. The Baal was the giver 
of bread and water, wool and flax, oil and drink 
(Hos. 2:5). Was Jehovah naught but the giver of a 
law which: sternly repressed natural passion? A 
little: thought will show us how a people, accustomed 
to the indulgence and the luxuriousness of the wor- 
ship of the non-moral nature-gods, might tire of, as 
well as grievously err in their worship of, Jehovah, if 
they conceived of him as Sovereign Righteousness 
only, and his religion as a hard restriction. It is this 
danger that Elisha’s bounteous ministry counteracts. 

Acycle of twelve or more incidents, recorded in 
homely and provincial dialect, illustrate this feature 
of the long, quiet ministry of Elisha. The stories 
are all stories of genuine solicitude for the people’s 
welfare; though two of them,—the severe treatment 
of the young roughs of Bethel, and the infliction of 
leprosy upon Gehazi,—retain sufficient sternness to 
remind us that in the gentleness of God there is no 
indifference to right and wrong. 

Of all these stories, this story of the lady of 
Shunem is the most vivid and the most beautiful. It 
is the most central, too, as far as Elisha’s ministry is 
concerned: it shows Jehovah not only as the giver of 
minor bounties, but as the giver of life itself. 

The story opens upon a picture lit by kindly light. 
We are at once drawn to the motherly lady of 
Shunem, bravely living down the sorrow of her 
childlessness, and giving herself to a thoughtful and 
generous hospitality; and no less are we drawn to 
the -grateful and courteous guest.who seeks appro- 
priately to reward her for her kindness. The gentle 
dignity of her declinature of any worldly advance- 
ment, saying, ‘‘I dwell among my own people,” has 
become classical ; and most exquisitely does the 
story show how far above material boons 1s the bitter- 
sweet of motherhood. But the most astonishing and 
significant truth with which the opening part of the 
story is laden is the truth of what one may rever- 
ently call the domesticity of God : the holy intimacy 
of his interest in individual homes and persons, and 
the freedom he gives to his servants. For Elisha’s 
promise of a son to the lady of Shunem, and the ful- 
filment of the promise, are proofs not only of the in- 
terest of Jehovah in this ‘‘lady of good-will,” but 
they are proofs of the terms of intimacy into which 
the Highest admits his servants, so that their hand 
is, upon his resources, and they can count upon his 
willingness that they should use his Wealth for the 
ends he has taught them to seek. This representa- 
tion of the open heart of Jehovah is in line with all 
that Jesus illustrated and taught, and with all that 
he promised as to the powers which his disciples 
should wield. 

The second part of the story thrills us still by its 
pathos. We see, we almost feel, the blazing sun 
over the harvest-field, the little lad among the reap- 
ers, .the sudden heat-stroke and the pain, the silence 
of the mother as she watched the ailing boy in her 
arms until the little life went out, her tearless self- 
restraint as, leaving the dead child on the prophet’s 
couch, she took her swift journey to the feet of the 
man of God. But the miracle is in the solicitude of 
Elisha, and the answer vouchsafed to his prayer’ for 


the boy’s life. There is nothing mysterious, inac-: 


cessible, unearthly about Elisha : he is just the anx- 
ious, tender friend, hurrying to a friend’s aid ; yet 
on what terms he is with the Almighty! Why he 
sent Gehazi onward on the truitless errand with the 
staff, one knows not, unless it was to correct Gehazi’s 
superstition about the powers in the staff ; but the 
manner of Elisha’s own behavior in the death cham- 
ber is profoundly significant. First he kneels in 
prayer, for life is never anything but the sift of the 
sovereign grace of the Lord; and then he draws the 
boy’s body to him, as though the life, if it should re- 
turn, must pass through his (Elisha’s) own frame. 
It is a picture both of the transmission of physical 
life and of spiritual life. From the Fount of Life 
which is in God, the vital ra bere forces come to us 
through the mediation of human personalities ; and 
our spiritual life comes to us through the personality 
of our Lord and Saviour. ‘‘God has given to us 
eternal life, ana this life is in his Son.” 

But now so closely has the Son drawn us to him- 
self that we in turn may be, in our degree, trans- 
mitters of the heavenly life,—-channels at least of its 
transmission, though we can neither originate nor de- 
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stroy it. And no conception of the position of 
teacher, parent, minister, or friend is more awe- 
inspiring than this: that he may stand thus in the 
middle of the mystery of the transmission of the life 
that is life indeed. 


Bryn Mawr, Pa. 


Oriental Lesson-Lights 


By George M. Mackie, M.A., D.D. 


Missionary to the Jews, and Minister of the 
Anglo-American Congregation in Beyrout 


A*Y she constrained him to eat bread (v. 8). 
Village courtesy in the East requires that any 
‘one seen passing the door on a journey sheuld 
be invited to enter for rest and refreshment. But the 
same.spirit of courtesy that gives the invitation 
teaches the person invited to express thanks, excuse 
himself, and pass on. In the present instance, as 
the Hebrew word translated ‘constrained ” indi- 
cates, the invitation was given with such pressure 
that the prophet could see it was sincerely meant. 

Let us make... alittle chamber on the wall (vy: 10). 
Literally a small upper room of the wall. is is 
often seen, a small, square room on a corner of the 
flat roof, with a stair leading up to it along the out- 
side wall of the house,—of stone steps forming part 
of the wall when the house was built, because it was 
necessary to have access to the flat roof of hard ce- 
ment or rolled earth, for the ——— of drying fruits, 
vegetables, and grain. Such a room ‘is a place of 
family privacy and quiet, and stands apart from the 
busy labors and intercourse connected with the ordi- 
nary rooms downstairs. 

What ts to be done for thee? (v. 13.) A law- 
suit might be dragging slowly through the courts, and 
a word from the king would instantly dispel all legal 
obscurities. Or a steward discharged for dishonesty 
might be giving trouble, but, by virtue of a hint given 
to the captain of the host, the man would at once be 
needed for military service. The woman's reply was 
that the pledged support of her circle of kinship was 
sufficient to protect her. 

And he said unto his father, My head, my head 
(v.19). During the wheat harvest, the Syrian sun has 
reached its full summer power, and a child playing 
among the sheaves or falling asleep with head un- 
covered might easily get a touch of sunstroke. 

She caught hold fr his feet (v. 27). This form of 
supplication is often’ resorted to. hus an Oriental 
Mk gece mother bringing her little son to school, and 

egging that the fee may be reduced in his case, will 
either suddenly resort to this embarrassing form of 
entreaty, or say, ‘‘Let me kiss your feet,” or will 
make a motion as if about to do so, expecting to be 
prevented from carrying out her intention. 


< 


Raising the Dead—Personal Work 
By Delavan Leonard Pierson 


OW often it is true that men and women never 
go to the missionary or the pastor except when 
they are in sore trouble. Death comes into 

the home, or a son or husband goes astray, and then 
the minister is sent for post-haste. It was not so 
with the Shunammite woman. She cared for the 


prophet of: God when she was in prosperity and asked - 


no return; then when she was in trouble she knew 
the best source of help would be the man of God. 

In Elisha’s work for the restoration of the son 
we find parallels with the personal work that mis- 
sionaries and other Christians are doing to restore 
dead souls to life. 

1. Work by proxy was not enough since the prophet 
could goin person. It was a blazing hot day, and 
Shunem was five or six hours distaut ; the prophet 
was busy with his study and devotions, or may have 
greatly needed rest. Would not his staff and his 
servant answer.the purpose? No—the prophet must 


‘ go hinrself, -God can. use’a Bible or a letter to bri 


the dead soul to life, but-as a rule the human:teue 
is also necessary. 

2. It is God who works the miracle; the prophet 
is only an instrument. Elisha must pray in faith 
and look to the Giver of life to restore life. Human 
agency will not do it, environment will not do it, ex- 
ercise and artificial means will not bring the result— 
God is our only hope. 

3- The method that brings the best results, the 
way. that God uses, is the best way—whether or not 
it is pleasant or popular or unusual. An evangelist 
who had asked men and women to rise and come for- 
ward to show their facceptance of Christ was after- 
ward approached by a young theological student, 
whosaid: ‘‘I was glad to see people converted to- 
night, but I didn’t just like the way you asked them 
to rise and come forward.” ‘‘ Neither do J,” replied 
the evangelist, ‘“‘how do you do it?” The youn 
man hesitated, and said’: ‘‘ Well, I don’t know that £ 
do it at all.” ‘*Then,” replied the evangelist, ‘*I 
like the way I do it better than the way you don't 


do it. 
Brooktyn, N. Y. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 


By William H. Ridgway 


How We oing. — Zhe man of God saw 
her (v. 26). now this woman. She's worth it. 
That het's chamber on the wall. We call ours 
the Angel Room (Heb, 13 : 2). Do you have one? 
Her strong character. No scolding her husband, 
**] told you you'd kill that boy! Elisha didn’t 
wait. Didn't slip around the corner to avoid trouble. 
Approaching trouble is always the Christian's oppor- 
tunity. Some years ago while waiting for the night 
train east in Pittsburg, a delicate-looking man came 
to get a berth. ‘All sold,” snapped the Pullman 
agent. ‘*My! my ! must I sit up all night ?” mur- 
mured the man, offered half of my berth to him. 
We talked all night. He proved to be the chief 
engineer of a great steel works. Years passed on, 
and I had long forgotten the incident. In the dullest 
days of the hard times, as I sat ‘‘blue” with an 
almost idle shop on my hands, two men entered the 
office. ‘‘ Don’t know me?” said the slim one. ‘‘ No, 
sir.” ‘* Well, I’m the man you shared your berth 
with, and my. friend here has a big order for ma- 
chinery to place, so 1 brought him to you.” Moral : 
An Angel Room is a good investment even in a Pull- 
man car. 


The Album.— Gehazi came near to thrust her away 


(v. 27). Never was a man but the Bible has the 
picture of him. Here is Mr. ‘‘Grafter.” The Hon. 


Gehazi and his ‘‘ rake off.” How refreshing his fin- 
ish. He got ‘‘ what was coming to him” (2 Kings 
et). ow well some of us know Gehazi. The 


underling who smirches the firm. Why did Elisha 
keep such a man in his service? Why does your 
boss keep you—I mean why does the good employer 
--well, don’t get mad! Most of the worst cher 
troubles are caused by Gehazi. Gehazi has many a 
time thrust away the firm’s best friends. The suc- 
cessful manager is the one who is able to spot and rub 
out the Gehazis. The late Hon. Samuel Butler, State 
Treasurer of Pennsylvania, said his office could never 
afford to do without the services of the late Johnny 
Stott, because John was sure to give visitors a more 
gracious reception and a more splendid welcome than 
the treasurer himself. The world gets its idea of the 
Master by your actions as the man—and the Master 
thrusts no one away. ‘‘ Come.” 


The Trust.— Did / desire a son of my lord ? (v. 28.) 
We get the best things in this world in spite of our- 
selves. I used to be soundly flogged for playin 
hookey—no school for me—but I had to go. Heal 
in spite of fool habits and careless exposure. Had 
almost to drag some of you fellows into this class, 
Is it ‘‘ better to have loved and lost than never to 
have loved at all?” Many a fellow has been mace 
a noble man by the love for a 5 pte girl he could 
not get. If I were a preacher I would have one on, 
The Compulsive Power of a True Affection. Re- 
member ‘‘ Ole Kentuck” in Bret Harte'’s ‘‘ Luck of 
Roaring Camp”? Fall in love with anything good 
and you will climb. With Christ, and you will 
soar. Taking away loved ones does not rob us of 
the blessings of love. A man and his wife lost their 
only child, a young girl. They were bitter against 
God, quit the church, and became almost infidels. 
Said a friend tothem : ‘‘ God sent you one of heaven’s 
loveliest and choicest gifts to be with you sixteen long 
and happy years, and to ennoble and sweeten your 
lives. e has now called her home again where she 
belongs, and you curse him for his gift.” They 
bowed their heads and cried, ‘‘ Father, forgive!” 
(2 Cor. 5: 8: 1 Thess. 4: 14.) 

The Power Behind.—7he child its not awaked 
(v. 31). The trouble was in Gehazi, and not in the 
staff (Matt. 17: 20). Staff stands for the form of re- 
ligion. Must be in right hands. All right in Elisha’s 
hands. The stones were all right in David's hand. 
The Christ story in Peter's mouth converted three 
thousand. The man behind the gun, the man behind 
the job, the man behind the business, the man behind 
the Sunday-school. Ruskin says a bad man can’t 
paint a goed: picture, A bad manufacturer can’t 
make dependable goods. . What you are gets into all. 
you do. If you want good goods buy from good 
men. Bankers are rarely ‘‘sporty” men. No sane 
man would entrust his money to beer drinking, horse 
racing, Sabbath breaking bankers. 

Firsts.— She bowed herself... and... took up her 
son (v. 37). I said this se woman worth knowing. 
Here is the secret of her. ost mothers would have 
first embraced the restored son. God-first with her. 
She bowed herself. The key of her success swings 
to the front in the supreme moment. The habit of 
God-first solves all life’s problems. The habit of 
Firm-first solves all mill, store, and office problems. 
God-first is heaven’s way up and Firm-first is the 
shop’s way up. The whole trouble in the world is 
that men forget who is at the head of it. Every 
fellow knows that the men who forget their own 
interests in that of the firm are the ones who have 
the happiest time of it down in the mill. If you will 
look around you will find that those who forget their 
own interests in that of God are the ones who have 
the happiest time of it up in the town (Psa. 5 : 11). 

CoaTESVILLE, Pa. 
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Visiting the Lesson-Scenes /[ 


A Minnesota farmer who is superin- 
tending a Sunday-school has found the 
Underwood stereographs so useful that 
he writes: ‘* We have never used any 
one method that has been of as much 
interest in our school. It not only creates 
an interest in the lessons, but gives them 
a reality hardly to be believed by one who 
has not used them.” 


A WORD FROM THE EDITOR. — These studies 
apply the Underwood ‘I'ravel System to the les- 
sous. A patented map connected with this 
system is reproduced herewith. If, at the 
opening of the lesson, the teacher will, by the 
u ¢ of the map and the description, or better, 
of the map and the stereograph (a beautiful 
shusmanadiite view of Palestine, for use in the 
stereoscope), get clearly in the minds of the 
pupils the setting of the lesson’s events in Pales- 
tine, it will help, as no other method can, to 
give a sense of reality to those events and a 
lasting impression of them. 

Forty-five different places will be visited dur- 
ing 1911; the forty-five stereographs cost $7.50, 
and if ordered at one time acloth-bound, gold- 
lettered case will be given free. ‘Ihe first quar- 
ter's lessons call for. thirteen stereographs, 
cost $2.17. The March lessons by themselves 
call for four stereographs, cost 67 cents. ‘Thirteen 
places visited in 1910 are revisited in 1911, So 
persons already owning the 1910 material need 
order only thirty-two new stereographs this 
year. Less than four stereographs in one order 
are 20 centseach. Stereoscope, 85 cents. Ex- 
press or postage is prepaid. Orders should 
be sent to The Sunday School Times Co., 1031 
Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


IND on our map where the encircled 
number 11 is connected with the point 
of a large V. lf you stand at the 

point of that V and look off northwesterly 
over the space included between the arms 
of the V, you see part of the very ground 
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which the young Shunammite woman and 

her slow-going, elderly husband and their son 

and their revered guest knew as well as we 

know the streets or the fields around our own 

homes. 

Close by, as you stand there, you see the 
sons or the servants of some Shunammite of 
to-day working in a small field. A footpath, 
running along at the farther side of the field, 
leads to the village of modern Shunem (they 
call it now Soulam) off at your right, though 
you do not see the houses at this moment. 
Orchard trees, with a few tall palms reach- 
ing up above the lower masses of foliage, 
cover a patch of ground beyond the path ; 
then nearly level fields and pastures lead 
your gaze off for miles and miles ahead. 
‘Two hazy ridges of higher land show faintly 
in the distance at the right and at the left, 
with the big, broad, sunshiny plain stretched 
out sleepily between them. The modern 
railway from Haifa to Damascus starts from 
the seaport town twenty-five miles away, 
straight ahead, comes toward you across this 
broad level, and passes Shunem at a station 
a mile or two away at your left. It is very 
hot here in summer time; you are in about 
the same latitude as Charleston, S. C. 

That higher, hazy ridge which you see at 
the south (left) is Carmel, where Elisha used 





often to go, probably to visit some school of 
prophets, Samaria, the royal city where he 
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also spent-part of ‘his time, is about twenty- 
five miles away in the hill-country off at your 
left. 

We know that the kindly Shunem family 
were devout in their habits, The husband 
would have thought it the natural thing to 
journey to some established place of worship 
on aregularly appointed day (2 Kings 4: 23), 
though he did not readily see the sense of 
taking one of the men away from the harvest 
field on a working day, for the sake of laying 
a personal grief before the man of God, But 
can’t you imagine what a different look 
these familiar fields and pastures wore to the 
eyes of the ardent mother ever after that 
memorable day when.her prayer was an- 
swered? For then. she 4mew that God was 
not merely above the altar over on Carmel, 
but truly in her own home, 

You can see the. ground. with your own 
eyes if you use a stereograph entitled +‘ Shu- 
nem, Home .of Elisha’s Friends, Northwest 
Over Esdraeton Plain Toward Carmel.’’ 


% 
The Illustration Round - Table 


LL readers are invited to assist in the con- 
duct of this department. One dollar is 
offered for every anecdotal lesson illus- 

tration used, and two dollars for the best illus- 
tration each week.. An important circular ex- 
plaining the acceptance of material, and the 
year's lesson calendar, will be sent for atwo-cent 
stamp. 

The best illustrations of truth are likely to 
be those that come out of the contributors’ 
personal experience. The preference will be 
given to such illustrations, when they are 
equally acceptable in point aud effectiveness. 

The Need Inside.— 7%e free gift of God is 
eternal lifein Christ Jesus our Lord (Golden 
Text), I heard of a poor half-witted fellow 
whose companion, working beside him, 
dropped dead. He was found trying to hold 
up the dead man, trying to make him stand 
and sit upright. Finding his effort without 
avail, he was saying to himself: ‘* He needs 
something inside him,’’ I suspect that is the 
reason we live at a poor dying rate. We 
need a living Spirit within to control and up- 
hold us.—A/7s. E. O. Mather, Evart, Mich. 
From The Classmate. 


The Warmth of Holiness.—/ perceive that 
this is a holy man of God, that passeth by us 
continually (v. 9). Henry Ward Beecher, 
walking down a street, passes a newsboy 
shivering in the cold. Being moved with 
compassion toward him, the great preacher 
buys up his stock, and, when he hands over 
the coins, says, ‘*Surely you are cold?”’ 
**T was,’’ replies the lad with a gulp, ‘till 
you passed, sir.’’ It is wonderful what 
warmth a little sympathy will bring, and how 
quick are those who receive it to perceive the 
passing by of the holy man of God. Holi- 
ness shows itself in helpfulness, It is the 
worshiping spirits who are ‘*sent forth to 
sow.’’—W. Hetherington, Plumstead, Lon- 
don, Eng. Quotation from the Rev. F. G. 
Legatt, M.A. The prise for this week is 
awarded to this illustration. 


Recalling the Loan.—And she answered, 
it ts well(v. 26). In a time of cholera a 
mother lost her two children in one day. 
When at night her husband came from his 
business in the city, she said to him, “A 
friend lent me some jewels, and he now 
wishes to receive them again. What shall I 
do?’’ ‘*Return them by all means,’’ said 
her husband. Then she led the way to 
another room, and pointed to the silent forms 
of their silent children.—A/7s. M. Watts, 
Herne Hill, London, Eng. From The Sun- 
day School Chronicle, 


Home-Life and Crime.—Js i# wel! with 
thee ? is it well with thy husband? isittwell 
with the child? (v. 26).—Earth’s trinity— 
father, mother, child,—-is bound up in the 
unity of the home, _ Is it well with the home? 
The Outlook is responsible for this statement : 
One who has had a wide experience in work- 
ing for boys and young men in reformatories 
and penitentiaries .recently made the state- 
ment publicly that he had yet to find the in- 
mate of a penal institution who had had in 
his childhood a happy home. Out of 268 
boys committed to the Lyman School for 
boys at Westboro, Massachusetts, during the 
year 1908, ror had lost both parents. ‘The 
report of the reform school population of the 
United States gives seventy-five percent or- 
phans or semi-orphans. Evidently nothing 
can take the place of the normal home in 
which both parents are living.—Z7%e Rev. 
Robert B. McCain, Wenona, ii. 


My Mother.—7%e mother of the child 
(v. 30). A true mother is like an angel of God 


in the the whiteness and luster of her life. 
In the schoolroom of the little Prince of Ger- 
many, it is said this incident occurred: The 
teacher. was saying that all people are sinners. 
‘The little Crown Prince wanted to know if 
this was true of people of royal rank, or only 
of the lowly. ‘*Ofall,’’ said the teacher. 
‘* Well,”’ said the little prince, speaking 
slowly and very positively, ‘* my father may 
be a sinner, but Tluae my mother is not.’’ 
God bless the true mothers, with their white 
lives.—W. R. Clark, Crosland Moor, Hud- 
4 py, Eng. Quotation from Dr. J. R. 
Miller’s ** The Gate Beautiful.” 

Confused in Prayer.—//e went in there- 
Sore, and shut the door upon them twain, and 
prayed unto Jehovah (vy. 33). A man was 
standing in a telephone booth trying to talk, 
but could not make out the message. He kept 
saying, ‘* 1 can’t hear, I can’t hear.’’ ‘The 
other man by-and-by said sharply, ‘* If you’ll 
shut the door you can hear.’’ His door was 
not shut, and he could hear not only the 
man’s voice, but the street and store noises 
too. Some folks have gotten their hearing 
badly confused because their doors have not 
been shut enough, Man’s voice and God’s 
voice get mixed in their ears.—Ne//ie B. | 
West, East Hampton, Conn. From S. D. 
Gordon in ** Quiet Talks on Prayer.”’ 


% 
From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 
A Prayer Before the Lesson.—O God, from 


whom we have life, we thank thee for sparing 
us to this hour in our service. We thank thee 
for thine abundant, overflowing provision for 
our every need; for work, and home, and 
friends. Not unto us, but unto thee shall be 
the praise for whatever thou hast chosen to do 
through us as instruments in thy service. May 
we give ourselves: completely to thee, in the 
confidence of fellowship with thy Son Jesus 
Christ, to dare hard things for thee, and to lead 
others into the light and joy of thy love, In 
Jesus’ name. Amen, 

After the Lesson.—This little box, that I 
have here I want to open. [Show a tin 
strong-box, or other similar box]. But I 
shall have trouble to do so. _ My hands can- 
not lift the cover, *I have no tools that will 
pry it open. And yet I know the ‘box can 
be opened easily if I go at the work in the 
right way. Will you tell me what I need to 
enable me to open it readily? Yes, a key. 
And that is exactly what I have in my 
pocket. There,—you will see how easily the 
lock turns and the box opens with the right 


key. But something is wrong. ‘The lock 
doesn’t work after all, Can you guess what 
is wrong? Good! The key is wrong. 


Here is another. Let me try that, And 
now the box opens as it should, The right 
key did it. While I am sketching a big key 
on the board, will you think what one word 
we can write on it to describe the key to 
Elisha’s power? Let me just tell you that 
you can get the ¢dea from verse 33. 

















Yes, prayer is that key. [Write the word.] 
For the great wonder that God wrought 
though Elisha was brought to pass after the 
provhet had shut himself in with the boy for 
a time of prayer to Jehovah. And prayer 
to-day is the key that releases power from pn 
high to do.work far beyond the utmost of our 
ability. So many locks are opened by it! 
So many difficulties disappear! As we close 
our service to-day I will ask [a pupil with 
a good voice, chosen a week ahead] to repeat 
a poem on prayer. 





‘* Lord, what a change within us one short hour 
Spent in thy presence will prevail to 


make, 
What heavy burdens from our bosoms 
take, 
What parched ground revive as with a 
shower ! 


We kneel, and all around us seems to lower, 
We rise, and all, the distant and the near, 
‘ Stands forth a sunny outline brave and 





clear ; 
We kneel, how weak! We rise, how full of 
power ! 





Why, wherefore, 
this wrong, 


should we do ourselves | 
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GrWiers, that we are not always strong; 
‘That we are ever overborne with care, 
Th should ever weak or heartless be, 
pe - or’ troubled, when with us is 
: prayer, 
And joy, ag tt a and courage are with 
thee ?"’ 


PHILADELPHIA, 


Lesson Hymns and Psalms 
** The God of Abraham praise."’ 
** Our God, our help in ages past."’ 
** Rescue. the a 
** Rejoice, rejoice, believers."’ 
** Thine arm, O Lord, in days of old."’ 
‘* All hail the power of Jesus’ name."’ 
** Now thank “we all our God.” 
** Children of the heavenly King,” 
(References in parentheses are to the metrical 
: Psalm book: Bible Songs:*’) 
Psalm 39 : 1-8 (82 : 1-8), 
Psalm 143 : 7-12 (305 : 4-6). ' 
Psalm 116 : 1-7 (233 : 1-7). ' 
Psalm jo ; 1-4 (62 : 1-4). 
Psalm 13 : 1-6 (19 : 1-5). 


% 
Lesson Home-Readings 


{Bofeowee under the auspices of the Sunday-school ” 
ditorial Association, and approved by the Inter- 
national Lesson Committee.) 


M.—2 Kings 4 : 8-16 . The Prophet's Sense of 


Obligation. 
T.—2 Kings 4 : 17-37 . ‘The Child Restored to 
Life. 
W.- 2 Kings 2: 19-22. . Healing of Waters at 
Jericho. ; 
‘l.—2 Kings 3 : 1-27 . The Defeat of the Moab- 
ites 

F.—2 Kings 4: 1-7 . ‘The Helping of the Poor 
Widow. 

S.—2 Kings 4 : 38-44 . Feeding a Multitude of 
Peopie. 

S.—Mark § : 21-24, 35-43. . Jesus Restoring @ 
Little Maid. 
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For the Primary Teacher 
' By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


. GENERAL THEME, — Right-doing pleases 
God, and ts rewarded. (Elisha’s good wish 
is rewarded by power from God to do won- 
derful things like Elijah.) 


OTE.—It will depend upon the chil- 
dren’s knowledge of Elijah’s life as 
to how many incidents from Elisha’s 

shall be compared. There is a striking sim- 
ilarity between the two. If you remember 
your own childhood’s interest in hearing 
these stories read from the Bible, it might 
make a pleasant change to read such portions 
as you deem wise from chapters two, three, 
and four. 

Before the Lesson.—Boys, did you ever 
break a wishbone and make a wish? Girls, 
have you watched for that first star, and 
said : 

‘** Star light, star bright, 
First star I've seen to-night. 
I wish I may ——? I wish I might —~? 
I wish ——.—— before to-morrow night."’ 





Children make such wishes, just for fun, but 
for Christmas and birthdays the wishes are 
real, true ones. 

Who remembers Elisha’s wish? (Review 
the circumstances briefly.) There are sev- 
eral Bible stories which tell how God gave to 
Elisha as much, or more, power than Elijah 
todo strong, helpful things. Sing, ‘* Help 
us to do the things we should.’’ 

Lesson Stories.—The first trial of Elisha’s 
new power was to divide the Jordan, as Eli- 
jah had done. (Comp, 2 Kings 2:8 and 
2: 14.) 

God had given Elisha this power. The 
sons of the prophets saw it, and said, ** The 
spirit of Elijah does rest on Elisha.’’ 

(If desirable, the sand-table may be used 
to mark these incidents.) The next trial 
was at Jericho, where Elisha was asked to 
make bad water good. He went to the 
spring and threw in some:salt, saying, ‘*God 
says, ‘I have healed these waters.’’’ After 
that the water did not make people sick, nor 
poison the trees so that they dropped their 
fruit before it was ripe. (Compare with Eli- 
jah praying to withhold or send rain in 
Ahab’s time.) 

God sent Elijah to speak this message to 
one king, Ahab; God sent Elisha to speak 
to three kings at once (2 Kings 3 : 9-12). 

Next, compare Elijah helping the poor 
widow. so that ‘* her barrel of meal wasted 
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LESSON FOR MARCH 12 (2 Kings 4 : 8-37) 


not, neither did her cruise of oil fail,’’ etc., 
with Elisha helping another widow to in- 
crease her supply of oil to get money to pay 
her debts (2 Kings 4: 1-7). God gave to 
Elisha the wisdom to make these plans, 

The children will remember the woman 
who cared for Elijah in her home during the 
famine. Another good woman noticed Eli- 
sha passing her home many times. Often 
she invited him to a meal. She persuaded 
her husband to fix a little room for Elisha on 
the wall or roof of their home. In this room 
they put a bed, table, seat, and candlestick. 
Elisha loved to rest there with his servant. 
There was no child in this home, so one day 
Elisha told this kind woman that God would 
send herason. It came true, and the child 
grew to be a fine boy, and the family was 
very happy. 

The son of the widow in whose home Eli- 
jah stayed became suddenly sick and died 
(1 Kings 17 : 17-24). When she told Elijah 
he took the boy to his room and prayed, 
then stretched himself upon the body three 
times. God gave back the life of the boy. 
When Elijah gave him back to his mother, she 
said, ‘‘ I know that thou art a man of God,’’ 

I feel. sure that Elijah often told Elisha 

how God helped him to do these wonderful 


_ things. Elisha had wished for the spirit of 


Elijah. One day Elisha went to Mount Car- 
mel. Everybody was well when he left the 
home where he had his room. In the morn- 
ing the boy went to the field with his father 
and the reapers, Something like sunstroke 
hurt his head. They carried him to the 
house, and his mother held him on her lap 
until noon, when he died. She carried her 
boy to the prophet’s room and laid him on 
Elisha’s bed. Then she called a servant, 
and they rode swiftly to'find Elisha, To-day’s 
lesson portion and picture complete the 
story, showing that God gave to Elisha his 
wish to do wonderful, helpful things like 
Elijah. Both of these prophets knew that 
life is one of God’s good gifts. God does 
not often give back this life to any one who 
has died. He gives something better. ‘* The 
gift of God is eternal life, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.’’ 

If in your neighborhood there are signs of 
awakening spring you may anticipate the 
Easter’ thought “by calling attention to the 
new life which God is giving to plants and 
trees, which have seemed so dead all winter. 


' Home-work: Request the children to 


watch for any signs of new spring life, and 
to bring specimens next Sunday. ‘The older 
children may make a list of what they find. 


Cuicaco, ILL. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Helen Gill Lovett 


THREE GIFTS, 
1. A Good One—Given to a Prophet—* 


ve. 
II. A Better One—Given to a Woman— 


IIk. The Best One—Given to Us— Perfect 
Love and Eternal Life. 
(‘Fhis was the outline which my girls wrote 
upon their tablets as we told the story). 


AST week we studied of an old teacher 
who gave a strange parting gift to a 
young disciple? What was this gift? 

Who gave it? Whoreceived it? To-day we 
learn of three gifts, each one better than the 
previous one. Here the girls wrote the title. 

If our first gift is a good one, how shall we 
describe the second, and how must the third 
gift be named, The girls gave me the words 
good, better, best, and while they wrote the 

rst section of each heading they explained 
to me the difference in meaning of these 
words. Their knowledge of comparison of 
adjectives helped them to answer. 

‘The first gift was given by a woman. What 
was her first service for the prophet? What 
was her later plan. I sketched a little Ori- 
ental house with its outside stairs, its.flat roof 
and guest chamber on the top. Find four 
things in this room. Had the woman done 
this for a reward? What then is her reason ? 
True, she did give a temporary home, but 
what motive was behind her gift? Which 
does the prophet count as more valuable? 
Let us now complete our first section. The 
gift is given to whom? What is it? 

Now we shall look for the better gift. 
What is Elisha’s first plan to express his appre- 


- ciation? What reply does the womanmake ? 


What does Gehazi, the servant, suggest? 
What, finally, is the woman’s reward? Af- 
ter the child had grown into boyhood, what 





accident happened? I explained the intense 
heat of the Sloaeet time and the probable sun- 
stroke. What finally happened? What 
were the circumstances of the death? What 
did the woman do then? What does this in- 
dicate concerning her character? Where 
did she go? On what? What shows her 
eagerness and impatience to see the prophet ? 
Who meets her first. What is the greeting 
and reply? Why does she answer thus? 
Why does she go on? Why not leave a mes- 
sage with the prophet and return home? 
We noted in passing how some people take 
their troubles to God’s servant, the minister, 
instead of taking them directly to God? 
What does Elisha suggest first? Why does 
he do so? What is the woman’s reply? 
How is this a test of the woman’s faith? 
What was the servant to do? I explained 
the length of the Oriental salutation. What 
was the effect of the servant’s attempt? 
Then what did Elishado? What was the 
result now? Which meant more to the 
woman, to receive the son’s life now or at 
first? Why is the son more precious.now? 
What then is this better gift which the 
prophet gives? We filled in the second di- 
vision of our outline. 

The best gift of all is found in Romans 6: 
23. We marked and memorized it. Why is 
it the best gift? Does it contain love? 
Whose love? Whatkind of loveisit? Does 
it contain life? How is this life gift greater ? 
To whom does this wonderful gift come? 
Through whom? We completed our out- 
line at this point. 

What do people do with gifts when they 
receive them? What did you do with yours 
at Christmas time? First, of course, what 
did you do to the giver? How did I know 
on Christmas day that Mary had received a 
gold bracelet and Maude a iocket? We 
found that there were four things that should 
be done : 1. Acknowledge it ; 2. Use it; 3. 
Show it; 4. Share it. Therefore, since we 
have received this Best Gift, tell me four 
things we are responsible for? 

Our lesson was concluded by showing Zow 
we. could acknowledge, use, show and share 
our best gift, and with the prayer that we 
might not fail in any one of these. 


HomE WorkK ON NEXT WEEK'S LeSSON, 


Read again about Elisha’s gift, 2 Kings 8: 
37-. Tell of our best gift and what we are to 
do with it ? 

Read 1 Kings 20: 1-16. Stop here, and 
foretell which king will be victorious. Give 
your reasons. 

Read on in chapter 20 to verse 21. Was 
your judgment correct ? 

Read and memorize Proverbs 31: 4. 
Write it from memory, State the reason 
given in verse 5. 

If every man is a king and his body is his 
kingdom, what in that kingdom might be rep- 
resented by nerves and muscles, by brain and 
heart and eyes. 

Mark and memorize 1 Kings 20: 11. Ex- 
plain its meaning. 

Read 1 Kings 20: 1-16 again. Tell how 
intemperance causes defeats in life. 


PHILADELPHIA. 
=< 


My Class of Boys 
And One New Plan Every Week 
By Amos R. Wells 


DID not teach this lesson, being com- 
pelled to be absent from town ; but if I 
had taught it, my plans would have been 

as follows. 

In the first place, I should give a rapid 
review of the life of Elijah, pointing with my 

encil to the various places on the map where 
lijah appeared, and asking the class, ‘* What 
happened here? and here ? and here? ”’ 

Our lesson passes over to chapter 4, and 
omits several interesting stories about Elisha. 
As suggested in the home-work plans, I 
should take up these stories, and get the 
scholars to tell them. ‘There are three: the 
healed fountain, the boys and bears, and the 
oil jars. Prepare slips of paper, one for each 
member of the class, and have them draw 
these at haphazard. On the backs of three 
of these’slips you will have written the names 
of thése three events. Onthe backs of three 
others you will have written the numerals, 1, 
2, 3. The other slips will be blanks. First 
the boy that drew the slip marked ‘* The 
healed fountain ’’ will tell about that miracle. 
Then you will call upon the one that holds 


( Continued on next page) 
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HENDERSON’S SPECIALTIES 















To demonstrate the superiority of Henderson’s Tested Seeds, we have made 
six of . 
4 Lia chin gaa Cn nes ot oe 
Ponderosa Tomato Henderson’s Invincible Asters 
_Big Boston Lettuce Mammoth Butterfly Pansies 
Scarlet Globe Radish Giant Spencer Sweet Peas 


To obtain for our annual catalogue, “ Everything for the Garden,” 
described below, the largest possible distribution, we make the 
following unusual offer: ‘lo every one who will mail us ten 
cents, mentioning this publication, we will mail the catalogue 
and also send our Henderson Specialty Collection as above. 


Every Empty Envelope Counts as Cash 


This co}lection is enclosed in a coupon envelope, which when emptied and 
returned will be accepted as 25 cent cash payment on any order of one 
dollar or over. 


“EVERYTHING FOR THE GARDEN” 


our 1911 catalogue, is without exception the best we have ever issued. 
208 pages, 8 colored plates, 800 photo engravings, showing actual results 
without exaggeration, make it the most complete as well as utiful horti- 
cultural publication of the year. Also contains full cultural directions for 
flowers and vegetables. 
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PETER HENDERSON & CO. comsve's: 


New YorK CiTy 











The study of Old Testament history is a very 
different matter from the study of the Life of Christ. 
One needs a clear view of the goal and the ground- 
work, or he may be led off into unprofitable by-paths. 
The entire year 1911 is to be devoted to the study of 
Israel and Judah’s national life, their downfall, cap- 
tivity, and return. President Sanders has prepared a 
|booklet on the entire year’s lessons, describing the 
|profitable way to study them, and giving a logical 
and illuminating outline of the history of the six cen- 
turies covered. It is an almost indispensable tool for 
the thoughtful: Bible class member and leader. Valu- 
able reference books bearing on the lessons are listed 
and briefly described. ‘The booklet, handsomely printed 
with a photograph of modern Samaria, may be had 
from The Sunday School Times Company at 10 cents. 








When answering advertisements please mention The Sunday School Times. 


... For the 
Old Testament Lessons 
in 1911 


Light on the 
Oid Testament from Babel 


By the Rev. A. T. Cray, Ph.D. An 
authoritative statement of tne results of 
the-Rev. JOHN URQUHART. -You have recent archeological discoveries, and the 
wanted just such a book-to bring within light they throw on Old Testament his- 
small compass some of the chief results tory. The book is abundantly illus- 
of archeological work; ‘Cloth covers ; trated, many of the pictures never hav- 
60 pages. 30 cents. ing been published before. $2.00. 


Chronology in the Bible Dated Events 


By Professor Wiis J. Brecner, D.D., Of the Old Testament 

of Auburn Theological Seminary. “A By Professor WiLLIs J. BEECHER, D.D. 
brief study of the sources and principles A scholarly treatise. Chronological 
of Bible chronology, with a comparative tables, accompanied by exhaustive ex- 
chart of the kings of Judah and Israel, planatory notes. An_ indispensable 
Assyria, and Babylon. Just the help handbook for the careful student, 
needed on Bible dates and events. 2§ cts. teacher, or preacher. $1.50. 











Archeology’s Solution of 
Old Testament Puzzles 


How. Pick and Spade are Answering the 
Destructive Criticism-of the Bible. By 


THE SuNDAY ScHOOL Times COMPANY, 1031 WALNUT STREET, PHILADELPHIA, Pa, 
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(Continued from preceding page) 
the slip marked 1 to tell what lesson that 
miracle teaches us. Treat the other two 
events in the same way. 

To bring out the contrast between Elijah 
and Elisha and the likeness between the two 
get the class to dictate to you, as you write 
on the blackboard or a large sheet of paper, 
a list of the characteristics of the first, and 
then, in a parallel column, the characteristics 
of the second. Draw lines connecting those 
that are the same. 

Using the board map, and the same set of 
E’s mounted on large pins that you used for 
Elijah, stick them in the various places on the 
map where Elisha has appeared thus far. 

This Week’s Novelty.—Obtain a staff, 
which you will call ‘‘ Elisha’s staff.’’ You 
may cut one from a long pine board, or cut a 
branch in the woods and trim it, or simply 
use a long cane with a straight handle. 

‘Taking ‘‘ Elisha’s staff,’’ ask a questi n on 
to-day’s lesson, and with the staff touch one 
- of the scholars, who is to answer the ques- 
tion, no one else speaking unless the first 
pupil fails,.and then only when touched in 
’ turn by the staff. 

For reasons which will appear later, I give 

list of questions: ‘* Where was Shunem ? 
ho received Elisha there? What does ‘‘a 
great woman’’ imply? What permanent 
provision for Elishadid she and her husband 
make? What was ‘‘a chamber on the 
wall’?? What blessings come from hospi- | 
tality? To whom should you boys be hos- 
pitable ? What great reward came to the 
Shunammite family? What happened to the 
Shunammite boy? Why does God permit 
sickness? © Why did the mother hide the 
boy’s death from her husband? Why did 
she seek the prophet? Where did she find 
him? Who was Elisha’s servant? What 
did the Shunammite answer when Gehazi 
asked her about the boy? Was her answer 
true or false? Why did Elisha send Gehazi 
in advance? Why did he give Gehazi his 
staff? Why did not the Shunammite go with 
Gehazi?, Why could not Gehazi restore the 
boy? Why did Elishasend the rest from the 
room? In what way did Elisha restore the 
boy? How did Elisha get so great power? 
What must Gehazi have.learned from this? 
What must the Shunammite have learned ? ’’ 

Use ‘‘Elisha’s: staff”, also to give the 
familiar illustration of what a miracle is. 
Drop the staff from some distance, and catch 
it before it reaches the flour, Why did not 
gravity pull the staff to the floor? Because you 
have interposed a higher law, the law of your 
human will, and have prevented gravity from 
completing its work. In the same way a 
miracle interposes a higher law, the law: of 
God’s will, and prevents the ordinary opera- 
tion of a law of nature; but the natural law 








is not nullified: it is only counteracted for 
the time. 

For a review, write at home on a series of | 
slips of paper the questions given above, and | 
fasten these slips to‘* Elisha’s Staff,’’ wrapping | 
them around it and fastening their ends with | 
little rubber bands so that the pupils can read- 
ily remove them one after the other. You will | 
of course place the last one on the inside or 
at the top, so that the questions will be 
reached in the right order, Extend the staff 
to the pupils in haphazard order, each to re- 
move a question, read it aloud, and answer it 
before another slip is taken from the staff. 

Home Work on Next Week’s Lesson 

Read the whole of 1 Kings 20, and learn 
the story it tells. How is intemperance in 
this country like an invading army? What 
can we do to defeat it ? 


Boston, Mass. 


The Adult Bible Class 
By President Frank K. Sanders, D.D. 


Elisha the People’s Prophet ; His Varied 
Activity and Great Influence 
(2 Kings 3, 4). 
CONDUCTING THE CLass SESSION. 


HAPTERS three and four of 2 Kings 
contain some interesting narratives 
concerning Elisha. There is no ap- 

preciable reason for their order of arrange- 
ment; and it is generally held that they were 
taken from more than one collection of 
stories regarding the prophet. It is easy for 
us to notice the general: difference between 
the Elisha narratives and those in earlier 
lessons regarding Elijah. The younger man 
was by far the moré human and lovable: per- 
sonality, one who went to and fro among the 
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people, knew their needs, shared their trou- 
ies, and acted as their adviser and friend. 

The first narrative (chapter 3) at least be- 
longs to the reign of Jehoram. Unlike most 
of them it is dated, 

For what religious reform was Jehoram 
commended? (3: 2.) He started out well, 

et he did not get very far, if we may judge 
the nature of the sweeping reform which 
Jehu carried out after farce. be s death (see 
10 : 26-28). Perhaps Baalism with its numer- 
ous priesthood, and with a queen mother de- 
voted to its interests, was too strong for any 
effective work of reform from within the court. 

It increases our respect for this second 
son of Ahab that he determined to win back 
the kingdom of .Moab, which had revolted 
ouboanle ully from his ‘father and from his 
brother, Ahaziah, Another motive is sug- 
gested by 3:4. Jehoram could not lose with 
equanimity so valuable a tribute, 

What measures. taken by Jehoram show 
his prudence. in aggressive warfare? Who 
became his allies? In order to reach Moab 
by way of Edom, .taking a week for the 
journey, how must the armies have gone ? 

What was the occasion which led to the 
discovery of Elisha’s presence with the 
armies? By what interesting phrase was 
Elisha’s relation to Eiijah shown? (v. 11.) 

Notice how they showed the prophet def- 
erence, far more than he showed in his turn 
to King Jehoram. . Notice also his demand 
for a harper to soothe his spirit and prepare 
him for the message he expected. 
with his mind cleared and illumined, he 
directed the host to dig ditches in the dry | 
bed of the stream. What two promises did | 
he express, and. what command ? 

How were the Moabites led to attack the 
awaiting Israelitish army, and what was the 
outcome? We shrink with horror from the 
ruthlessness of the allied armies. They fol- 
lowed the custom of the age. The Israelites 
were still very far from comprehending the 
spirit and character of Jehovah. 

The king of Moab, reduced to bitter 
straits, offered his first-born son a_ willing 
sacrifice on the wall of the city. This cul- 
minating horror induced the breaking up of 
the hostile league and the termjnation of the 
campaign. ‘What was the ‘‘ great wrath ”’ Ps 
verse 27.2, Possibly of the allies of Israel ; 
of Chemosh, or of Jehovah, 

Such a narrative as this drives home 
the idea that we are following a history 
of the growth of Israel into religious matur- 
ity. God had to bring. a varied experience 
to bear upon the nation before it rose above 
such cruel usages as those of this campaign. 
But the horror aroused by the despairing 
deed of the king of Moab also testifies to a 
conscience which could be active. 

The story of Elisha and the great lady of 


| Shunem is one of the most attractive tales in 
| the Old Testament. 


Shunem was only a few 
miles from Jezreel. The prophet had fre- 
quent occasion to pass through the village. 
There lived in Shunem a lady of wealth and 
standing, who took pleasure in entertaining 
the man of God,’ Finally she persuaded-her 
husband to take a step rather unusual even 
in the hospitable East.- She induced him to 
build a little room on the flat roof of the 
house, to which the prophet could have easy 
and private access by an outside staircase, 
This room was.-simply but adequately fur- 
nished, so. that the weary prophet found it a 
peaceful and pleasurable resting-place. Eli- 
sha deeply appreciated such attention. 

What is it that gives rich value to little cour- 
tesies rendered by our friends, and makes 
the actual cost an element of small moment ? 
He asked the lady what he could do for her. 
Why did. he deem it: necessary to converse 
with her (v. 13) through Gehazi? Note the 
contrast between her humility in his presence 
and the serene dignity of her reply (v. 13), 
when asked whether she cared to have the 
prophet speak on her behalf to the king or to 
his general. The prophet discovered the 
desire of her heart, and promised it to her. 

Some years later the little boy had a sun- 
stroke in. the harvest-field, and died in his 
mother’s lap. 

The prophet was kaown to be at Mount 
Carmel, some twenty or so miles away. Her 
mind was~instantly made up. What a fine 
light her actions and her husband’s words and 
deeds throw upon her character and influ- 
ence! The usual Eastern way would have 
been to burst into aa agony oi useless grief. 

Returning with -her, the prophet brought 
the child to life’and gave him to his mother. 
A touching story which throws much light 
on social life among the: self-respecting, in- 
dependent people of “Israel, 


Presently, | 


SCHOOL TIMES 


Elisha’s Services. How did they differ 
from Elijah’s and why? 

The Great Lady of Shunem, From this 
narrative what inferences might be drawn 
concerning the status of women in Israel in 
those days ? 

Prophetic Methods, Notice how Elisha is 
said to have accomplished what he did. 

The Place of Such Miracles in Historical 
Revelation. s it seem natural that there 
should have been men endowed with these 
powers in a ruder age of revelation in order 
to make God seem very real to men? 


Booxs THAT MAy BE UsEpD. 


studies of Elisha. Doctor Dod’s article, 
** Elijah and Elisha,’’ in Biblical Character 
Sketches (Whittaker) is quite suggestive, 
although general. Lumby’s notes in the 
Cambridge Bible on ‘Second Kings’’ are 
better, at least for detail, than Skinner’s in 
the New Century Bible. The ‘*One Volume 
Bible Commentary,’’ edited by Dummelow 
(Macmillan), both here and in general has 
excellent notes, and is a very usable and 
handy book of reference. As usual, Farrar’s 
**Second Kings,’’ pages 29-49, is very vivid. 
Matheson’s ** Representative Men ’’ contains 
a good sketch of Elisha the Imitative. What 
he says about the minstrel is to the point. 


DaiLy Home Work ON THE Next LESSON. 
The lesson for March 19 is 1 Kings 20. 


Monday.—Read 1 Kings 20: 1-11, The 
| demand of Benhadad and Ahab’s spirited 
| reply. From a vassal this resolve required 
| cool courage. 

| Tuesday.—Read 1 Kings 20: 12-21. The 
| complete defeat of the besotted Benhadad and 
his host. - The brave hardihood of the young 
scouts made him forsake his usual caution. 

Wednesday.— Read 1 Kings 20: 22-30. 
The second decisive victory over Benhadad 
at Aphek. 

Thursday. — Read 1 Kings 20 : 31-43. 
Ahab’s treaty of peace with Benhadad and 
the prophetic condemnation of it. Was ita 
case of political strategy against religious 
firmness ? 

Friday.—Read Proverbs 31 : 
not for kings to drink wine. 
afford to? 





1-9. It is 
Who else can 


deadening influence of strong drink. 
Sunday. — Read Amos 6:1-6. <A wo 
upon those who drink wine by the bowlful. 


WASHBURN COLLEGE, TOPEKA, KANSAS. 








It’s Food 
That Restores and Makes Health Possible 


There are stomach specialists as well 
as eye and ear and other specialists. 

One of these told a young lady of 
New Brunswick, N.J., to quit medicines 
and eat Grape-Nuts. -She says : 

‘‘For about 12 months I suffered se- 
verely with gastritis. I was unable to 
retain much of anything on my stomach, 
and consequently was compelled to give 
up my occupation. 

‘‘I] took quantities of medicine, and 
had an idea I was dieting, but I con- 
tinue‘ to suffer, and soon lost 15 pounds 
in weight. I was depressed in spirits 
and lost interest in everything generally, 
My mind was so affected that it was im- 
possible to become interested in even 
the lightest reading matter. 

‘After suffering for months I decided 
to go to a stomach specialist. He put 
me on Grape-Nuts and my health began 
to improve immediately. It was the 
keynote of a new life. 

‘*I found that I had been eating too 
much starchy food which I did not oe, 
and that the cereals which I had tried 
had been too heavy. I soon proved that 
it is not the quantity of food that one 
eats, but the quality. 

‘*In a few weeks I was able to go back 
to my old business of. doing clerical 
work. I have continued to eat Grape- 
Nuts for both the morning and evening 
meal. I wake in the morning with a clear 
mind and feel rested. I regained my lost 
weight in a short time. I am well and 
happy again and owe it to Grape-Nuts.” 
Name given by Postum Co., Battle Creek, 
Mich. 

Read ‘*The Road to Wellville,” in 
pkgs.  ‘‘ There’s a Reason.” 


Ever read the above letter? Anew | 
one appears.from time to time.’ They 
are genuine, true, and. fall of enaven | 
interest. 





The Biblical Dictionaries have excellent: 


Saturday.—Read Hosea 4: 6-19. The 
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Love Triumphant 


A TALE OF THE FIRST EASTERTIDE 


By Florence Morse Kingsley 

With musical illustrations by various composers. 

make a most unusual Easter Service for the Sun- 
School in combination with the Church Choir or 
Chorus of selected voices. 

Something he | new and so different from the 
ordinary service of Carols and 
Far more ve. No more expensive. 

ier grepere. 

Sample copy of the Sunday School edition, with 
three new carol services of the usual T.-M. Co. kind 
mailed for ro cents. 

TULLAR-MEREDITH CO. 
265 West Thirty-sixth Street, New York 
l4 West — St. 1013 sey ja Bank Bldg. 


NEW EASTER MUSIC 


O’er Cross Triumphant Semplcs of both for 

The Easter Song thedor. S4the 100. 

CANTATA FOR CHOI s. hae Day of Resur- 
rection (new), 50c.— - net. weamples (re- 
turnable) for TE. nny a » of posta 

NEW EASTER ANTHEMS-—samples Tee to choir- 
masters or organists. Ask for catalogue. 


HALL-MACK GO. 1 Arch, Punaeionn a 


PUBLISHERS sad Wabash Ave. Chicago, Il, 


The Gate of Life Samples of both for 
in mps. 55: 

The King Victorious) the doz., $4 the 100 
CANTATAS for CHOIRS or SUNDAY SCHOOLS, 

A Morning in the Orient, by E. D. Yale and 

jp R- Geibel. A Story Cantata for reader and 

choir or chorus. Unique. ‘lells Easter Story in 
most pleasing form. rice 15 cents the copy. 
Recueil Samples for kxamination free of postage 

ANT FOR CHOIRS. Send for free samples 


of EM 4 Ls. ones. 
102@ Arch St., potadeteats, Fe . 


Adam Geibel Music . 27 E. 22d St., New York, 


PUBLI S H E R'S 302-4 Wabash Ave., Chiesgo, Ul 


EASTER MUSIC 


THE KING VICTORIOUS. A New Sunday-school 
concert exercise by Pest. _ Price 5 cents. 
EASTER AWAKE ING ew Sunday-school 


concert exercise by Fre Fillmore. 5 cents. 


The two mailed jer gents le 
CHILDREN" S EASTER A full program 
for primaries. A hnd 10 cents, 

Our new Easter Catalog free. Send for it. 

Choir Leaders, get a_copy of our monthly anthem 
journal, The Cho Free. 


Fillmore Music House Bible House, New York 




















TER MUS! for the 8. 8. and the 
Church Choir, 

MS, o 

pod — eer servicon © conta d recitations. ee orgs 

Aroll o potneiuding 

is eae mailed o on ee an ort 10¢ is stamps. 

| Our new tatas and other 
new eae Be for oe ee “the oir anid th the 8. 8. will 

mailed to an orien for the asking. 
baw oe. Marek. w will contain two 
‘ ‘i also i aie for 





| Pie -10¢ pe 
GRO. | ;: “Sa Tal ee See iadicon st. 


HYMNS OF WORSHIP 
AND SERVICE 
for the SUNDAY - SCHOOL 


Published, October, 1908. 
Used and liked in hundreds of schools 
Introductory price, full oloth, 30 cents. Send 
Jora sample copy 


The Century Co., Union Square, New York 

















EASTER SERVICES 


** Jesus Rose,’’ Sc. 55c. per dozen 
Day of abeartectien, 3" 25 per 100 prepaid 

Send 5 Cents in stamps with your name and ad- 
dress for packet containi ig two Easter Services, 
our 92-page Catalogue of Easter Cards, Booklets, 
. Bookmarks, Bibles, Collection Devices & aed Helps 
for you in Church and rs, School W 


MacCalla & Co., Inc., 349 Dock, Stree Pat 


HALLOWED sew on ‘uc: 


NEW and OLD 


$35 pes 14 100, nc not c prepaid, ed cents per copy by mail. 
THE BIGLOW. & MAIN Ct CO., New York or Chicago 


NEW HELPS FOR 
TEMPERANCE SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSONS 
Anti-Alcohol, Anti-Cigaret Folntere, Colored Dia- 
grams. Teach throug ms the Eye. Rivet Atrention. 
Sample Packages 10 cts., 15 cts., 25 cts. Scientific 
Temperance ederation, 23 Trull St., Boston 


, PRINT FOR YOURSELF 
Cards, circulars, book, newspaper. Press 
$5; Larger $18, Rotary $60. Save money. 
rint for others, big profit. All easy, rules 
sent. Write factory for press catalog,type, 
cards, paper. The Press Co. Meriden, Ct. 


> STAMMER@ 


Send for my 200 page book with Free ‘T'rial 
Lesson cares methods for Home Cure. 
Established 15 years. Reputation world- 
wide. G. A. LEWIS, 152 Adelaide St., Detroit, Mich. 
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‘LESSON FOR MARCH ~12 (2 Kings 2 : 1-18) 














A Great 
Victory 
AM ERIC AWN 


STANDARD 
BIBLE 


At Cincinnati, on October 19, 1910, 
the General Convention of the 





adopted a resolution in favor of 
the permissive use of the Revised Version. 
The American Standard Bible is 
used as the basis for the comments on the 
International School Lessons 





in the publications of the following great de- 
nominations: Congregationalists, Presby- 
terians, Methodists, Baptists, United Pres- 
‘byterians, United Brethren, The Brethren, 
Reformed Church, Church of Disciples, Uni- 
versalists, Lutherans, Evangelical Church. 
It is ine standard text book used in 
41 universities, Fh note age seminaries, 68 
colleges, and Young Men’s Christian 
Association. 
We have the most complete line of 
Bibles in existence; Text, Reference, Con- 
rd , Scholars’, Teachers’, and Pulpit 
Editions, and Testaments, and Psalms, in 
all sizes of type, all styles of binding, and 
can supply a Bible or Testament to suit 
anyone, young orold.. 


For sale by all leadiag Booksellers. Prices from 35 
ceats up. Send for booklet and price list to 
THOMAS NELSON & SONS 


Bible Publishers for Over 50 Years 
381 A FOURTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 
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Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, for either old or 
new subscribers, ‘These rates include postage: 

Five or more copies, either to 
75 cts. separate adjiniened or in a pack- 
age to one address, 75 cents_each, per year. 
$ 1.00 One copy, or any number of 
ps copies less than five, $1.00 each, 
‘per year. One copy, five years, $4.00. 
To Canada, on account of extra postage, 
\the above rates become $1 and $1.50 respect- 
ively, for yearly subscriptions, 
One free copy addi- 
(Free Copies jicnai will beallowed 
| for every ten copies paid for in a club at the 
75 cent rate, 

The paper is not sent to any pybecedier beyond the 

ay Amn Ed Sony 4 pp panne "f the paper to 


enable all the teachers of a school toexamine it, wilt 
be sent free upon application. 4 
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Parents’ Problems - 
By Patterson Du Bois 





A boy apparently about five years of age was 
sitti n front of me as we were pulling into 
the Grand Central Station in New York last 
summer. ‘The boy was interested, and in order 
to see better put his head out of the window. 
His mother rather sharply forbade his doing 
so, telling him that something might hurt him 
if he didn’t keep his head inside. The boy 
didn’t seem tobe much impressed with the 
need of the warning, and said, ‘‘ Oh, mother, 
nothing could hurt me."' Instead of explain- 
ing the danger, the mother ended the matter 
by saying finally, ‘It can if I say it could!” 
Does this seem to you a reasonable way of 
dealing with this boy ?—G. M. B. 

The mother could hardly have made a 
worse answer, for there was no truth in it. 
The assumption of parental infallibility is a 
sure recipe for the destruction of the child’s 
confidence and a sure forerunner of the par- 
ent’s loss of influence over‘the child, It 
does not take a boy or girl long to see that 
infallibility is not a family trait, The sound 
way to win a child’s respect for your counsel 
and your command is to be careful to be 
right as often as you can, and when you are 
found to have been wrong admit it and apol- 
ogize for it. Almost any normal child will 
believe such a parent to be both wise and 
fair as well as loving. 


To children, instinctively, death means 
another life. Can you not remember when you 
were very little your flash of grief over the death 
of some pet animal—grief because you had lost 
it coupled with the certainty that it was alive 
elsewhere? Itis only when words or sights from 
a grown-up world have connected fear with 
death that a child loses this blissful cer- 
tainty.—M. S. 


The foregoing comes from a writer who 
has been discussing the matter of presenting 
the death and resurrection of Jesus to chil- 
dren under six years of age. I know of no 
reason for supposing that children instinc- 


| tevely think of death as another life. Neither 


| death nor life can be said to have become 
| formal concepts in the mind of a very young 





child. It is one thing’ for a child to say 
that a dog is dead or that a worm, which may 
have been taken at first for a dried twig, is 
alive—it is one thing, I say, for a child to re- 
mark on these appearances and another thing 
for the child to have gained a general notion 
of death as death. Much less is it likely that 
the child can have instinctively reached such 
a notion at so early an age. The evidence 
which the writer adduces in support of her 
position does not appear tome to have any 
weight. Many adults recall incidents some- 
times accompanied by their own feelings in 
childhood. But they are very seldom able to 
say whether that particular incident, or feel- 
ing, occurred at two, three, five, eight, ten, 
or twelve years of age. Itis certain that this 
writer cannot say that this: coupling of the 
idea of immortality with a dead animal came 
to her instinctively out of a clear sky, that is, 
free from all suggestion from older persons. 
If a child should show such a feeling about a 
dead canary, itis questionable whether the 
child should not be either taught to doubt 
such an idea or at least let it disappear into 
oblivion as soon as possible. The human 
soul can by contrast be lifted into a higher 
plane of conception if the line be drawn be- 
tween man and the lower animals. _ In my 
opinion it is better not to talk very much 
about death in the presence of little children. 
Of course it is impossible to entirely avoid it 
where a child has come into direct contact 
with death. In such a case the life beyond is 
the idea to be emphasized. As a rule, jf it 
can be avoided, children should not be taken 
to funerals. 

M-—, ten years old, has been slow in begin- 
ning all activities, and did not walk or talk till 
much past the usual age. $he is a delicate ap- 
pearing child, but has never been sick or sus- 
tained any injury. 

She has been in school parts of two years be- 
fore this, and on entering in September she 
knew a goodly number of words, but was un- 
able to read a sentence correctly. . Seizing 
upon one or two key-words she would give an 
entirely different sentence. She has fairly good 
verbal memory, and if allowed to read in class 
will read with excellent expression the sen- 
tences read by others. 

By taking her alone, and holding definitely 
for each word, her teacher has succeeded in 
teaching her to overcome the guessing habit, 
but often six or more trials were necessary be- 
fore she could read the simplest sentence cor- 
rectly, though she knew each word singly. Her 
eyes seem not to be defec:ive. She is unable 
to form any letter correctly, to draw or cut a 
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or even to cut ppproximarcty on a broad | 


figure, 

pencil line, but within the past few days has 
developed power to trace a large letter or figure 
on blackbuard. Her hood is put on upside 
down, and she cannot see how ‘to turn it to 
make it right, nor can she tie the strings. 

She washes and w dishes at home, and 
does it quite well, and she can now lay letter 
cards to form words, though not at all accu- 
rately. She is dutiful in every respect, and a 
lovable child, ‘not troublesome. Id she 
be into ith normal 


children a3 es 

The child is of course very hackward, She 
is apparently defectivé, and she is’ bly, 
if not probably, feeble- minded, Under no 
circumstances should she be put into a school 
class with normal children, It would be 
hazardous and in fact distinctly improper for 
me to attempt to diagnose this case in this 

ublic manner because’ such a diagnosis is 
impossible except in the presence, and often 
a long-continued presence, of the child. The 
more expert that specialists in the treatment 
of backward children become the more dan- 
ger do they see in arriving at hasty conclu- 
sions. It would be easy to say some correct 
things physiologically and aay 
about this child, but that would only be par- 
tial, There are two reasons why such a let- 
ter has a place here, One is, to draw the 
attention of parents to the fact that such a 
child must not be scolded or treated as if wil- 
fully obtuse or disobedient, but is to be treated 
alike with patient tenderness, albeit with 
firmness. The second reason is that it is 
necessary for many parents to know that 
such a child should not be put into competi- 
tion with normal children, and that, if it be 
feasible, the child must be sent to a school 
for backward children or possibly examined 
with reference to the determination whether 
she is really feeble-minded, or is only suffer- 
ing from an arrested development which by 
special attention can in time be overcome and 
outgrown, 
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Speckle’s Birthday Surprise 
By Ethel Taylor Crittenden 


HE sun was late in waking up, for it 

was. December. But Dick woke early. 

‘* Happy birthday!’’ said mother, 

softly, She was awake, too. So Dick 

climbed out of his crib, and mother gave him 
eight birthday kisses. 

*¢ One thing makes me sorry,’’ said mother. 
**T can’t get any eggs to make you a birth- 
day cake, little boy. I went to every store 
in town yesterday afternoon, but I couldn’t 
find a single egg.’’ 

‘*Never mind,’’ Dick. said, cheerfully, 
‘* maybe we.can get some to-day, mother.’’ 

Just then there was a noise in the yard 
under mother’s window. 

‘«¢ Listen, mother,’?. Dick cried excitedly, 
**T b’lieve it’s Speckle ! ’’ 

A hen was cackling, : 

The early sunbeams were peeping through 
the hall windows when Dick ran downstairs, 
a little later. Out of doors it was cold, so 
cold that the little boy’s fingers ached. But 
he stuck them deep into his knickerbocker 
pockets. A gray hen was standing near the 
back door. . Z 

‘*Was that you cackling, Speckle?” 
asked Dick. ‘‘ Have you laid an egg this 
morning ?’’ 

But Speckle did. not look up from the bit 
of turnip she had found. 

‘*T wish she could talk,’’ sighed Dick ; 
** then she could tell me. where to look.’’ 

** Dick, would you mind bringing me a 
few sticks of wood?’’ called Aunt Polly 
from the kitchen door, 

** T’ll do it,’? Dick said. 

It was dark in the woodhouse. But just 
as the little boy leaned over to pull a stick 
out from the pile of wood in the corner, he 
saw something that. made him drop what he 
held in his arms. F 

** Mother! mother! mother!”’’ called an 
excited voice. ‘‘ Come down-stairs, quick !’’ 

** I’ve got a surprise for you,’’ Dick cried, 
leading mother. out to. the woodhouse. 

‘* Dear old Speckle,’’ exclaimed mother, 
‘* to have a birthday: gift ready for my boy !”’ 

Under the wood, in the dark woodhouse, 
were five smooth white eggs. 

**I can have a birthday cake after all,’’ 
laughed Dick. ‘* And now I s’pect I'd bet- 
ter-carry some wood in for Aunt Polly.’’ 

Wake Forest, N..€. s 
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My “Pearl Glass’’ 
lamp-chimneys give 
more light than 
common ones, due 
to perfection of 
shape and propor 
tions—right balance 
of drafts. 

They are clear as 
a crystal— made of 
ee teugh glass, not 
bottle glass. They make the 
lamp do its best. f 

Common chimneys hinder the 
light—the draft is a matter of 
chance. The lamp can’t do its best. 





My name, Macbeth, is on every “ Pear) Glass”’ 
lamp chimney. Send for my Index. 


MAcBETH, 
Macbeth-Evans Glass Co. 


CuIcaGo: PHILADELPHIA : 
178 East Lake Street 42 South Eighth Street 


New Yorx: 19 West 30th Street 


Pittsburgh 








In ordering goods, or in making inguiry 
concerning anything advertised in this paper, 
you will oblige the publishers, as well as the 
advertiser, by stating that you saw the adver- 
tisement in The Sunday School Times, 












Do not be satisfied with an in- 
definite ‘‘emulsion’’ which 
may disgaise impurities, but 
whiclf does not exclude them. 


Peter fy 


f may be obtained of any druggist. 
i It is made and bottled in Norway, thus 
i reaching you without possibility of 
adulteration. It ig so PURE that it is 
entirely 

Free from Disagreeable Taste or Odor 

Di e oe 
ing.” Never eold ie belk. Take only 
oval bottles bearing name of 

Schieffelin & Co., New York, Sole Agents 


Books for | 
Sunday-school Workers 


Each book treats of a distinct phase of Sunday- 
school work, and is written by an expert. When an 
new plan or department of Vanda echool work is 
proved a success a new -book will be added to the 
series. ‘lhe books are uniform in size and style ; some 
are bound with limp covers, some with stiff board. 


1. The City Sunday-School 
Its Work, Growth, Possibilities. By Frank L. 
Brown, Brooklyn, N.Y. 25 cents, net, postpaid. 


2. The Sundey-Scheol and the Pastor | 
By John T. Faris. 25 cents, net, postpaid. 


3. The Semday-Feheet and the Home 
By Frank L. Brown, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
net, postpaid. 

4. The Primary Department 
By Ethel J. Archibald. Five illustrations. 50 
cents, net, postpaid. 

5. The Home Department of To-Day 
~~ © oat Flora V. Stebbins. 25 cents net, post- 
paid. 
















2. 





repeat- 
the flat, 








25 cents, 


6. Supter-Saent Records, Reports and 


By E. A. Fox, General Secretary of the Ken- 
tucky Sunday-schoo! Association. 50 cents, net, 
postpaid. 

7. The Beginners’ Department 
By Angelina W. Wray, author of “ Jeanne 
Mitchell’s School.”” 50 cents, net, postpaid. 


8. Knowing and Teaching the Scholar __ 
By the Rev. A. F. Schauffier, D.D., Chiarman 
of the International Lesson Committee. 50 
cents, net, postpaid. 


9. Getting and Holding a Class 
By William H. Hamby. socents, net, postpaid. 
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This lean M. D. is Doctor Brown, 
Who fares but ill in Spotless Town. 
The town is so extremely c ean 

It is no wonder he is lean. 

He’s lost all patients now, you know, 
Because they use SAPOLIO, 


Health and dirt cannot exist to- 
gether. If a housewife wants the 
Doctor in frequent attendance, and 
big bills coming in constantly, all she 
has to do is to let the dirt get ahead of 
her. If, on the contrary, she wants 
health, and a pleasant home with no 
dread of Doctors, let her buy 


SAPOLIO 





and easily keep every thing clean. 








When answering adverti ts, pl 
mention The Sunday School Times. 
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MYO 
New York Spring & Summer Cat- 
alog is now being mailed. 
Itis anexcellent Guide Book 
of New York and Paris wear- 
ing apparel, and other mer- 
chandise, for Women, Chil- 
dren and Men. 

We pay postage onmail ship- 
ments of $5 or more. 


See Catalog for Freight and 
Express Free Delivery Terms. 


Just write us, TODAY: 
"Send CATALOG No. 43" 


mg | New York 














The Life 
That Is Christ 


This soul-searching, life-stirring message 
of a young Welsh minister, the Rev. 
Richard Roberts of London, has al- 
ready been used so mightily of Christ 
that it is likely to continue on its revolu- 
tionizing mission; and in order to make 
its broadcast distribution possible it will 
be furnished in leaflet form, in quantities 
of roo or more, at one centeach. Single 
copies, or any number less than roo, two 
cents each. 


The Sunday School Times Company 











| remember that the fight is never to be deemed 


1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. ' 








The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 





Sunday, March 12, 1911. 


First Aid for the Tempted 
(Heb. 2: 14-18). 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 


MON.—Aid in despair (t Kings 19 : 4-8). 
TUES.—Angel aids (Matt. 4:11; Heb. 1: 


14). 
WED.—Aid in prayer (Mait. 6 : 13). 
‘THUR.—Aid in promise (Luke 10 : 19). 
Fri.—Aid by resistance (Jas. 4 : 7). 
SatT.—Aid by watchfulness (1 Cor. 10: 9- 
13). 











How has aid come to you? 

How do Scripture texts help you in tempta- 
tion ? 

How do you meet temptations ? 


N DEALING with our temptations the 
first thing is to define them, When any 
man is about to fight an enemy, the first 

thing he needs to Go is to iocate his foe. No 
man wants to go out and fight in the dark 
without knowing where his enemy is, or how 
strong his enemy’s forces are. When he 
knows whom he has to fight, he has half the 
battle gathered up already in his hands. 
Most of our moral foes are cowards, and it is 
one of the characteristics of all cowards that 
they are likely to run when they are discov- 
ered, Of all cowards in this world, the 
Devil is one of the most cowardly, and if only 
once we can get him exposed, can discover 
for ourselves where he is in our lives, and 
how strong or weak he is, for the time he 
will say, ‘** Well, there is no use in fighting 
with that man any more.’’ 


In the second place, when we have got 
them defined, let us go at them. Acquire 
the joy of smiting temptation. There is no 
temptation that has come te him that a man 
cannot conguer if he is living in the will of 
God. In Christ we can conquer any foe, 

hes yo 

In the third place, if experience has shown 
us that wher needlessly exposed to certain 
temptations: we aré bounil to fall, the part of 
manliness and wisdom is to escape from those 
temptations. ‘In the New York Times 
some timé ago appeared a dispatch from 
Lowell, Mass. It said that the president of 
the Common Council there, who. had disap- 
peared some months before, had suddenly 
turned up in Lowell again, and he gave this 
explanation for his sudden disappearance :— 


‘« There was a great fight for the office of 
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TWO RESULTS ACCOMPLISHED 


Annuity Gold Bonds 


OF THE WITHERSPOON BUILDING, PHILADELPHIA 


These Bonds are offered for sale by the Trustees of the - 
terian-Board of Publication and Sabbath-School Work, and the 
proceeds are applied toward the removal of the present mortgage in- 
cumbrance on the Witherspoon Building. 

This indebtedness, which was Three Thousand Dollars 
a short while ago, has already been reduced to One Hundred and 
Forty Thousand. so, evidently, the opportunity to subscribe is rapidly 
passing away. 

‘The advantage of these Bonds to the subscriber lies in the fact that 
the prinnine! beswees immediately a gift to the Board of Publication, 
allowing the income from the V/itherspoon Building to be used in its 
Missionary Work. At the same time the Board obligates itself to pay 
to whomsoever may be named by the purchaser, until death, interest at 


the rate of from 5% to 10 % 


according to the age of the annuitant. We will gladly send fuller information upon request. 


Presbyterian Board of Publication and Sabbath School Work 
F. M. BRASELMANN, Treasurer. 124 Witherspoon Building, Philadelphia 



























FASTER SOUVENIRS rete Envevares 


ist and samples for 5 cen 
ocainee GoopvenouGH & WoGLom Co., 
122 Nassau Street, New York City. 











superintendent of public.buildings. Certain 
Lowell men came to my house one night and | 
offered me $500 for my vote. I refused. | 
Then they offered me a great deal more. | 
‘They told me they knew I was in debt, and | 
when they found they could not tempt me | 
they threatenedme. LIwasindebt. I needed | 
the money. I saw poverty staring me in the 
face, and I believed they could hurt my name. 
I immediately started for the railroad station 
and boarded the first train.’’ This was a 
brave man, 


- In the fourth place, no man has a right to 
go iooking for temptation. We shall get, in 
the ordinary course of our lives, all the 
temptation we can handle, and a man has no 
right to pray whea he ison his knees, ‘* Lead 
us not into temptation,’’ and then get up off 
his knees and walk right into it. We have 
no right to follow One who said, ‘‘ Pray, lest 
ye enter into temptation,’’ and then deliber- 
ately rise and defeat our prayer. 

In the fifth place, let us crowd them out. 
Now, there are many temptations that a man 
will never overcome by fighting them face to 
face. They are too strong for him. A man 
can overcome only by attacking them in the 
rear.’ 


Last of all, never say die. In his battle 
with temptation let no man ever give up. 
The day will never come in any Christian 
man’s life in his warfare with his moral foes 
when he need despair of his ultimate victory. | 
How does he know but that the very hour of | 
his cnemy’s apparent victory is to be the hour 
of his own victory, if he will but rise up out 
of the dust while his enemy is leering in 
triumph over him, and strike him full in the 
face again? In our battle with sin, let us 





hopeless or the battle Jost. 





The One Everlasting Wit- 
—ness of the Great War— 


Richmond in Ruins 46 Years Ago 


Photograph copyright, 1910, by Patriot Publishing Company, 





In the last half century the men who fouglit in the Civil War have grown 
old and many of them have died. The torn-up battle-fields are covered with 
cotton and wheat. The old ships have gone to the bottom of the sea or to the 
junk heap. The guns have rusted, the fortifications have rotted away, the 
ruined cities have come back to more vigorous life; even the bitter feelings 
that caused brother to fight brother have faded away. 


But there is one eye witness that will never grow old—that is as clear, as 
reliable to-day as it was fifty years ago. And thereby hangs the most amazing 
story of our history. 


$150,000 Worth of Photographs trange 


S 

Photo- 
to You for the Value of One 18 graphs Free 
Send only 10 cents 


THE name of Mathew Brady should be blazoned high for Cost of Mailing 
in our history, for Brady was the famous photog- The whole story is too lon 
rapher who followed the armies and navies through the | totell here. We have putit all 
mighty. conflict which tried this nation fifty years ago. | in a handsomely illustrated 
‘Four years of hardship brought him 3,500 photographs. | book which we will send you 
One set of these he sold to the United States Government: | free if you mail the coupon at 
for $27,840. . This set was buried in the War Department. | once. At the same time we 
General, Grant said it was worth $150,000., The other set | will send you 18 of these 
was lost for nearly fifty years, until recently it was found | unique photographs which 
again,> and now it has been- put in such form by the | you can _ frame = and 
REVIEW OF REVIEWS that it is within the reach of every | keep. 
American home. They are valuable 
This is the one witness of the war that will never die. It | in themselves and 
will be true‘for all time, for a camera cannot lie; it will | they will give you 
tell you the storv of the war you never heard before, for | some idea of the 
under the protection of the Secret Service, Brady and his | wonderful. in- 
camera penetrated the most unexpected places—prison | terest of the 
and battlefield, fortress and camp, hospital and warship— | com plete 
even to the grim scene of execution that was the end of | collec- 
the great tragedy. tion. 
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REVIEW 
OF REVIEWS 
COMPANY, 
13 Astor Place, 
New York, N. Y. 
Send me, free of 
charge, prints of 18 of 
your newly discovered 
Brady Civil War Photo- 
—_—_ ready for framing. 
Also send me the story of these 
photographs and tell me how I 
can get the whole collection for 
the value of.one photograph. I 
enclose ro cents to cover the cost of 

mailing. 





But you must be prompt. If you delay 
you'll be disappointed. Mail the coupon 
to-day. 


REVIEW OF REVIEWS COMPANY 


13 ASTOR PLACE, NEW YORK 























